Summary of Maine Hunting & Trapping Laws & Rules, 1998 by Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and WIldlife
Maine State Library
Digital Maine
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Law Books Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
1-1-1998
Summary of Maine Hunting & Trapping Laws &
Rules, 1998
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and WIldlife
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalmaine.com/ifw_law_books
This Text is brought to you for free and open access by the Inland Fisheries and Wildlife at Digital Maine. It has been accepted for inclusion in Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife Law Books by an authorized administrator of Digital Maine. For more information, please contact statedocs@maine.gov.
Recommended Citation
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and WIldlife, "Summary of Maine Hunting & Trapping Laws & Rules, 1998" (1998). Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife Law Books. 123.
https://digitalmaine.com/ifw_law_books/123
SUMMARY OF MAINE 
HUNTING & TRAPPING 
LAWS & RULES
Season dates for hunting & trapping are revised annually; the dates printed in 
this summary should not be used for planning purposes after July 1999
Art by Rod Skidmore - “Morning Surprise”, from original watercolor painting. 
Featured as the 1993 MF&W Volunteer Appreciation Print. For more information 
call (518) 966-5483 or write, P.O. Box 557, Greenville, NY 12083
’98 Durango
How’s 
this for a 
change?
’98 Dakota
’98  Ram Quad Cab™
When you change the rules, it shows, 
and it’s showing right now at a Dodge dealer near you.
The New Dodge
See The Friendly Dodge Dealer Near You
01998 C.I.C.
Seeing the Forest, 
Seeing the Trees
Champion forests are living, breathing, 
complex worlds. That’s why at Champion 
we manage our forests for a lot more 
than just trees.
While Champion lands are owned pri­
marily to supply wood to our manufac­
turing facilities, our forest management 
includes programs for wildlife and fish­
eries resources, protection of watel- 
quality, special places set asides, refor­
estation, and many other values.
As one of Maine’s largest private land- 
owners, located deep in Down East, 
Maine, our lands are available to the 
public for your enjoyment.
We ask that you respect that you are 
on private property, owned primarily for 
forestry purposes. Please treat the land 
as if it were your neighbor’s, leaving it 
in as good a condition as you found it, 
or better. Thank you and enjoy.
Champion
Champion Intomational Corporation
Hundreds of products. 
100% guaranteed.
Get the catalog that’s 
packed with all the 
gear and clothing 
hunters have relied 
on for over 85 years.
FREE Hunting & Outdoors catalog. 1-800-656-4288.
----- ------------------ --------------- "S
Maine Forest Products Council.
Maine sustainable forestry initiative.5"1 
For site specific questions 
or concerns on Maine's forests;
Call 1 -888-734-4625
v ______________  _________/
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WHAT’S NEW FOR 1998?
Some of the changes that have taken place during the past year that 
affect hunting are as follows:
• The Department has begun the transition to the newly adopted Wildlife
Management Districts (WMD). These new WMDs will benefit hunters 
in several ways. Eventually, there will be one common set of boundaries 
for all species. These new WMDs will also lead to expanded hunting 
opportunity. Increased harvest opportunities for moose, wild turkey and 
some furbearers may also be possible. For a complete description o f each 
district, write to the Department at 41 State House Station, Augusta, ME 
04333-0041
• The law has been changed to clarify the issue o f hunting from a motor
vehicle. It is now clear that a person would have to shoot while in or on 
a motor vehicle to be in violation o f hunting from a motor vehicle. A 
loaded firearm cannot be carried in or on a motor vehicle, trailer or other 
type o f vehicle being hauled by a motor vehicle. Intentionally killing, 
injuring or molesting a wild animal or wild bird with a motor vehicle, 
motorboat or aircraft is also unlawful.
• The area open to archery hunting during the early September season has
been expanded to include many new areas that have firearm ordinances. 
Please contact the Department for a map o f these areas.
• As you’ve noticed, the format o f this summary has changed. Please let us
know what you think. Is the information easier to find? Once you find it 
is it easier to understand? We are open to suggestions and would wel­
come your comments. Please fax, phone or write with comments to An­
drea Erskine, #41 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0041; tele­
phone (207)287-5201; fax: (207)287-6395.
The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife receives Federal funds from 
the U.S. Department of the Interior. Accordingly , all Department programs and 
activities must be operated free from discrimination in regard to race, color, 
national origin, age, or handicap. Any person who believes that he or she has 
been discriminated against should write to the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.
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MAINE DEPARTMENT OF INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
LEE PERRY, COM M ISSIONER  
FRED HURLEY, DEPUTY COM M ISSIONER
M em bers of the Com m issioner’s A dvisory Council 
Russell Dyer, Bowdoinham (Chair) Richard Neal, E. Lebanon
Ellen Peters, New Gloucester (Vice-Chair) F. Dale Speed, Princeton 
Charles Beck, Presque Isle A. David Trahan, Waldoboro
Harold Brown, Bangor Millard Wardwell, Penobscot
Stanley D. Milton, Andover Lila Ware, Skowhegan * j
Main Qflfcfi, M l State Hmise Station, Augusta, ME 04333-QQ41
For Administration, Fisheries and Wildlife, Warden Service, general 
information about fish and wildlife, licenses, boating and recreational
vehicle registration.......call (207)287-8000
For our automated line with seasonal information/updates on hunting &
fishing seasons and laws......call (207) 287-8003
*Check out our home page on the Internet* 
http://www.state.me.us/ifw 
T D D # —  287-4471
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
(Game Wardens and Biologists)
Ashland -  435-3231 G ra y -  657-2345 S id n e y -  547-5300
Bangor — 941-4440 Greenville — 695-3756
ADDITIONAL REGIONAL BIOLOGISTS
Enfield -  732-4131 Machias -  255-4715 Strong -  778-3324
If  you cannot locate a warden at the above numbers, contact either thel 
Department office in Augusta (287-2766) or the nearest State Police barracks:
STATE POLICE TOLL-FREE NUMBERS 
Augusta 1-800-452-4664 / Houlton 1-800-924-2261 
Skowhegan 1-800-452-4664 / Orono 1-800-432-7381 
Thomaston 1-800-452-4664 / Gray 1-800-482-0730
The above numbers may be 
used to report a fire, ONLY if a 
warden or forest ranger cannot 
be reached.
To report wildfire arson call 
1-800-987-0257
Maine Forest Service 
Department o f Conservation
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LICENSE/PERM IT FEES (includes $1 agent fee) 
RESIDENT
Hunting (16 & older)....................................................................................... 20.00
Small Game* Hunting (16 & older)...............................................................13.00
*All species except deer, bear, turkey, moose, raccoon and bobcat.
Combination Hunting & Fishing (16 & older)...................................... .......37.00
Junior Hunting (10 to 15 years inclusive).......................................................6.00
Combination Hunting & Fishing (70 & older)................................................ free
Combination Fishing/Archery (16 & older)..................................................37.00
Serviceman (resident) Combination Hunting & Fishing.............................. 21.00
Disabled War Veteran (resident)........................................................................ free
Archery Hunting (16 & older)........................................................................ 20.00
Expanded Archery Hunting (Sept.).................................................................41.00
Archery Hunting (70 & older).................... <.................................................... free
Muzzle-loading (10 & older)......................   12.00
Muzzle-loading (70 & older)............................................................................. free
Trapping (16 & older)..................................................................................... 33.00
Trapping (70 & older)...........................................................   free
Junior Trapping (10 to 15 years inclusive)....................................................... 7.00
NON-RESIDENT
Big Game Hunting (16 years & older)............................. .............................86.00
Combination Hunting & Fishing (16 & older)........................................... 124.00
Small Game Hunting (16 & older).................................................................56.00
3-day Small Game hunting (valid for 3 consecutive days).......................... 31.00
Junior Hunting (10 to 15 years).....................................................................26.00
Archery Hunting (16 & older)........................................................................ 56.00
Expanded Archery Hunting (Sept.)................................................................. 81.00
Muzzle-loading (10 & older).......................................................................... 34.00
Trapping (any age)........................................................................................ 308.00
ALIEN
Big Game Hunting (10 & older)....................................................................126.00
Combination Hunting & Fishing (10 & older)........................................... 177.00
Small Game Hunting (16 & older).................................................................. 71.00
Archery Hunting (16 & older)........................................................................ 71.00
Muzzle-loading (10 & older).......................................................................... 59.00
OTHER FEES
Supersport (See page38 ) ..................................................................................15.00
Falconry...........................................................................................   24.00
Duplicate License.............................................................................................. 2.00
Taxidermist, Hide Dealer, and Guide Licenses.................................... See Page 8
Coyote Night Hunting Permit........................................................................... 2.00
Deer or Bear Registration................................................................................. 1.00
State Migratory Waterfowl Stamp (16 & older)............................................... 2.50
Pheasant Stamp (Cumberland & York Counties)........................................... 16.00
Bear Permit (See Page 17) (Resident........ 6.00) / (Non-resident..... 16.00)
Moose Perm it.........................................................................................See Page 7
Turkey Permit.........................................................................................See Page 7
(Unless otherwise noted, all licenses and permits expire on December 31 of the year issued).
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H U N T IN G  IN  M AINE - LICENSING
wmtm
WHO NEEDS A  LICENSE?
A nyone 10 years of age and  over m u st ob tain  a license to  h u n t w ild  b ird s 
or w ild  anim als (except M aine residen t landow ners m ay h u n t w ithou t 
a license on  land  they  ow n  and  reside on  p ro v id ed  the land  exceeds 10 
acres in  size an d  is u sed  exclusively for ag ricu ltural purposes).
• Children under 10 years of age are not allow ed to hunt.
• Hunters betw een the ages of 10 and 15 must possess a junior license.
• Hunters 16 years of age and overm ustpossessanadultlicenseto hunt. 
(NOTE: A Junior License holder who turns 16 may hunt w ith that Junior 
License for the remainder of the year-see page 9 for more information).
• Hunters 16 years of age and over w ish ing to hunt w ith bow  and arrow 
during the Special or Expanded Archery Seasons m ust obtain the 
appropriate archery license.
H O W  ARE LICENSES OBTAINED?
R esidents and non-residents m ay obtain  h u n tin g  licenses from  agents 
th roughou t the state (sporting good stores, m any  convenience stores and 
tow nclerks)or from  the D epartm ent office in Augusta. Non-residents m ay 
also ob ta in  th em  b y  m ail o r from  n u m ero u s non-residen t license agents 
throughoutfheState. NOTE: NotaUtownderksissuenon-residentlicenses.
Licenses m ay also be purchased through the Internet at IF & W 's hom epage 
(http://www.state.me.us/ifw).
•RESIDENT means a citizen of the U.S. who has been domiciled in this State 
continuously for 3 months prior to applying for any license, or an alien who has been 
sodomidledfor oneyear.Youwillnotbe considered aresidentunless:a)if registered 
to vote, registered inMaine; b) if licensed to drive a motor vehicle, made application 
for a Maine motor vehicle license; c) if owning a motor vehide(s) located within the 
State, registered each such vehicle in Maine; d) complied with the State income tax 
laws; and e) if a full-time student at a Maine college or university, resides in Maine 
continuously for 3 months AND satisfies above requirements. *NON-RESIDENT 
meansadtizenofthe UnitedStateswhodoesnotfall within thedefinitionof ALIEN 
OR RESIDENT. * ALIEN means a person who is not a dtizen of the United States.
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WHAIARE-THE REQUIREMENTS EOJR. OBTAINING A LICENSE?
Applicants for an adult hunting license must show proof o f having previously 
held an adult license to hunt with firearms in any year since 1975 or 
successful completion o f an approved hunter safety course. Residents must 
provide proof of residency when applying for a license.
To obtain an adult archery hunting license, you must show proof o f having 
held an adult license to hunt with bow and arrow in any year since 1979 or 
successful completion o f an archery education course.
Convicted felons who have not been issued a permit to carry a firearm CANNOT 
PURCHASE OR POSSESS a firearms hunting license in Maine (Title 15, sub- 
§393, sub-§§ 1 & 2).
It is unlawful to obtain any license or permit through misstatement or 
misrepresentation or to possess any license or permit which has been altered, 
mutilated or tampered with in any manner.
OTHER HUNTING LICENSE PROVISIONS:
• You are required to keep your hunting license and any necessary permits 
with you while hunting or transporting wild birds and wild animals and 
must show it to any warden, Department employee, guide or landowner 
upon whose land vou are hunting if requested.
• Licenses or permits issued in the form o f a stamp must be validated by 
signing your name across the face o f the stamp in ink.
PLEASE NOTE: The Commissioner may revoke the license of any 
person convicted of violating the fish and wildlife laws, in addition to any 
penalty which may be imposed by a court o f law. Some violations result 
in MANDATORY REVOCATION! See page 25 for a list of violations.
ARE THERE ANY OTHER STAMPS OR PERMITS REQUIRED?
There ARE certain stamps and permits required (in addition to the regular 
hunting license) as listed below:
PHEASANT STAMP: Required for hunters 16 years o f age or older to hunt 
or possess pheasant in Cumberland & York Counties. (Available from Town 
Clerk). Revenue derived from this stamp is dedicated to the acquisition o f 
pheasants which are raised and released by private fish and game clubs.
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MIGRATORY WATERFOWL STAMP: Required for hunters 16 years of 
age or older to hunt waterfowl. (State and Federal stamp required).
MUZZLELOADING STAMP: Required prior to hunting deer during the 
muzzleloading deer season. (See Page 15).
COYOTE NIGHT HUNTING PERMIT: Required to hunt coyote at night 
from January 1 to April 30. The fee for this permit is $2.00. Contact the 
Department for m ore information.
FALCONRY LICENSE: A falconry license, in addition to a regular hunting 
license, is required o f  persons who engage in falconry. Copies o f the regulations 
pertaining to this type o f hunting are available upon request.
BEAR HUNTING PERMIT: Required to hunt bear outside of the regular 
firearm season on deer. (See Page 17).
*MOOSE: The annual moose hunt takes place the first full week of October 
and hunting is allowed by permit only. Currently, 2,000 permits are issued and 
each permittee may select a subpermittee to hunt with them. The fee for a 
moose hunting perm it is $29 for residents and $300 for non-residents. 
Applications are available after January 31.
*TURKEY: M aine’s annual turkey season is May 1 through May 3 land 
hunting is allowed bv permit only. Currently, 2,250 permits are issued to 
hunters who are selected in a random drawing held in February. Applications 
available after December 31. • *
*ANTLERLESS DEER: Hunting of antlerless deer during the regular 
firearms season and muzzleloading season is restricted to those hunters who 
possess a valid any-deer permit. Antlerless deer may be taken by hunters during 
the Expanded (September) and Special (October) Archery Seasons. Any-deer 
permit applications available after June 20.
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^Maine’s moose, turkey and antlerless deer (firearms) hunts are 
“permit only” hunts. Information regarding these seasons are 
contained in separate publications available at the time specified 
above. Contact the Department at 287-8000 for more information.
SPECIAL PRIVILEGE LICENSES:
Anyone serving in the U.S. Armed Forces and permanently stationed at a military 
base in Maine (includes spouse & children if they permanently reside with that 
person) may purchase a resident license to hunt, trap or fish.
Military personnel who are on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces and 
permanently stationed outside Maine (includes spouse and dependent chil­
dren) may purchase a special combination license to hunt and fish , upon proof 
that their home of record, as recorded in a service record, is Maine.
Any citizen of a foreign nation, under 21 years of age, who is living with a 
family in Maine in connection with any cultural or educational exchange 
program may purchase a resident license to hunt or fish .
Any Maine Indian who is a member o f the Passamaquoddy, Penobscot, 
Maliseet or Micmac tribe will be issued, upon application, at no charge or fee, 
a license to hunt, fish or trap. (Obtained from respective tribal headquarters).
COMPLIMENTARY LICENSES:
A Maine resident who is 70 years of age or older will be issued, upon application, 
a complimentary license to fish, trap or hunt (including archery, muzzle-loading, 
and pheasant hunting permit), or renewal of a license to guide. (These may be 
obtained at any time in the calendar year that person turns 70).
A Maine resident who is a war veteran and has a service-connected disability of 
100%, or has served in a combat zone and has a service-connected disability of 
70% or more will be issued, upon application, a complimentary license to fish or 
hunt (including archery, muzzle-loading and pheasant stamps).
Maine residents and non-residents (if reciprocal privileges exist in their home 
state) who are suffering from the loss of, or loss of use of, both lower extremities, 
will be issued , upon application, a complimentary license to hunt or fish.
OTHER LICENSES (available at the Augusta Office only):
• HIDE DEALERS LICENSE: Required for anyone who commercially buys, sells 
or barters any raw, untanned wild animal hide or head. (NOTE: A person may 
sell the head, hide, antlers and feet of a deer and moose; head, hide, teeth, gall 
bladder and claws of any bear or any furbearing animal which was legally taken).
• SEASONAL HIDE DEALERS LICENSE: Required for any person who main­
tains a place of business for the butchering of wild animals within this State who 
commercially sells or barters the heads or untanned hides of deer or moose that 
they have butchered.
• TAXIDERMIST LICENSE: Allows a person to possess, at their place of business,
lawfully possessed fish or wildlife for the sole purpose of preparing and mounting 
them and to also buy, sell or barter raw, untanned hides or heads of wild animals.
• GUIDES LICENSE: Required for anyone who receives any form of remuneration for 
their services in accompanying or assisting others while hunting, fishing, trapping, 
boating, snowmobiling or camping at a primitive camping area.
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LAW S PERTAINING TO JUNIOR HUNTERS
1. Hunting Prohibited. Children under 10 years o f age are not allowed to hunt.
2. Junior hunting license. Children at least 10 years o f age and under 16 years 
o f age must have a junior hunting license to h u n t.
3. Hunters to be accompanied. Junior hunters (10 years of age or older and 
under 16) may hunt with firearms ONLY in the presence o f their parent or 
guardian or an adult who is at least 18 years of age. That presence must be 
unaided by visual or audio enhancement devices, including binoculars and 
citizen band radios. A licensed hunter who turns 16 years o f age may 
continue hunting for that year with the junior lipense, but must complete a 
hunter safety course prior to hunting without adult supervision.
4. Trappers to be accompanied. Children under 10 years o f age are allowed 
to trap without a license but must be accompanied at all times by a parent or 
an approved adult who is at least 18 years o f age. Children over 10 years of 
age and under 16 years of age who hold a junior trapping license shall also 
be accompanied, unless proof is submitted o f having successfully completed 
a trapper education course.
5. Archery hunting. A Junior Hunting License holder may hunt with bow and 
arrow when accompanied by an adult 18 years o f age or older. Juniors 
hunting during the expanded archery season must make a tag for trans­
porting deer to a registration station. Do not use the tag on the Junior 
License i f  a deer is taken during the expanded archery season.
9
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A  H u n t i n g  T r a d i t i o n
10551 So. Covered Bridge Canyon Drive  
Spanish Fork, Utah • 84660 • (801) 873-3249
1998-1999 H U N T IN G  SEA SO N S
(All dates are inclusive except that hunting is prohibited on Sunday)
D EER (See Page 7 & 12 for information regarding hunting antlerless deer).
Expanded Archery (Limited Area/Special L icense).......Sept. 8-Sept. 30
Special Archery (statew ide)................................................Oct. 1-Oct. 30
R egular Firearms
M aine residents o n ly ................................................................. Oct. 31
A ll H u n ters ..................................................................N ov. 2 - N ov. 28
M uzzle-loader (All WMDs*) *See page 3 5 .................N ov. 30 - Dec. 5
(WMDs 12,13,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,30)....Dec. 7 - D ec. 12
B E A R .......................................................................................... SEE PAGE 16
M OOSE: (Permit Hunt - See Page 7 ) ....................................... Oct. 5 - Oct. 10
TURKEY: (Permit Hunt - See Page7) ...................................... M ay 1 - M ay 31
RABBIT (Cottontail & S n ow sh oe H a re )..........  Oct. 1 - Mar. 31
Season  on  Island o f V in a lh a v en ...........................  Oct. 1 - Feb. 27
GRAY SQ UIRREL............................................................. Oct. 1 - N ov. 30
W O O D C H U C K , RED SQ U IRREL & PO R C U PIN E  Tan. 1 - D ec. 31
RUFFED GROUSE, BOBWHITE QUAIL, PHEASANT*
W.M.U's 1 & 2 ...........................Oct. 1 - Nov. 30
W.M.U's 3,4,5,6,7,8..................Oct. 1 - Dec. 10
* In York and Cumberland Counties, the 
season extends until Dec. 31 and a perm it 
is required to hunt/possess pheasant.
These seasons are still set by 
law using the old Wildlife 
Management Unit bound­
aries. Contact the Department 
for a map or refer to last years 
hunting summary if available.
SPR U C E G R O U S E .................................................N O  O PEN  SEA SO N
C R O W  (S p lit S easo n ).......... M ar. 14 - A pr. 30 & Ju ly  16 - Sept. 29
R A C C O O N .......................................................... ................. Oct. 1 - D ec. 31
SK U N K , O P O S S U M ........................................................O ct. 19 - D ec. 31
F O X ......................................................................................... Oct. 1 9 -F e b . 27
B O B C A T ................................................................................. Dec. 1 - Jan . 30
L Y N X .......................................................................... N O  O PEN  SEA SO N
C O Y O T E ................................................................................. Jan . 1 - Dec. 31
W O O D CO CK , WATERFOWL, SNIPE, GALLINULES, RAILS (Season 
dates are set according to federal fram ew ork and are listed in the M igratory 
Gam e Bird Schedule published in September. (M igratory W aterfow l 
S tam p is no t requ ired  to h u n t w oodcock, sn ipe, gallinu le , rails or crow).
NOTE: Except for migratory game birds (defined on following 
page), there is no general hunting season on any species of bird 
or animal which is not listed in the above chart.
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BAG LIM ITS
SPECIES DAILY BAG / POSSESSION
RUFFED GROUSE 4 8
BOBWHITE QUAIL 4 8
PHEASANT 2 4
RABBIT (Cottontail& Snowshoe Hare) 4 8
GRAY SQUIRREL 4 8
DEER One may be taken annually
See (1) below
BEAR One may be taken annually
(either by hunting or trapping)
Migratory Birds, Ducks, Geese, etc. See (2) below
Other Legal Species No limit
(1) One additional deer may be taken by participants in the Expanded 
Archery Season (see page 15).
(2) Migratory bird hunting regulations are located in a separate publication 
which is printed in September). The following shall be considered migratory 
gamebirds: Anatidae or waterfowl, including brant, wild ducks, geese and swans; 
Rallidae or rails, including coots, gullinules and sora and other rails; snipe, 
woodcock; Columbidae or pigeons, including doves and wild pigeons.
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DOG TRAINING SEASON
Dogs may be trained on foxes, rabbit and raccoons from July 1st through the 
following March 31st. It is unlawful to use or possess a firearm, other than 
a pistol or a shotgun, loaded with blank ammunition, while training dogs 
(except during the open hunting season on these species.
Residents may train up to 4 dogs on bear from August 1st to the start o f the 
bear hunting season, except south o f Route 9 in Washington and Hancock 
Counties.
Sporting dogs m ay be trained on wild birds at any time. The Commissioner 
may authorize the use o f firearms during such training to shoot and kill wild 
birds propagated or legally acquired by the permittee and possessed in 
accordance with the laws pertaining to breeders licenses. (During dog 
training seasons, it is legal to train dogs on Sunday).
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PE E R  HUNTING INFORM ATION
For more information pertaining to deer hunting: 
Licenses
Tagging, Transporting, Registering.
Hunter Orange •••«*•••»•♦♦♦♦«***«♦***•• i 
Tree Stands
General Hunting Provisions.
Archery / Muzzieioading.
See Page: 
.4-7
__ 18
23 
22
20-21 
14-15
SEASONS
Expanded Archery (Limited Area/Special License).............Sept. 8-Sept. 30
Special Archery (statewide)...................................................Oct. 1-Oct. 30
Regular Firearms (Maine residents only ) ...................................Oct. 31
(All H u n ters)..................................................................Nov. 2 - Nov. 28
Muzzle-loader (AH WMDs*) *See Page 35 ...........................Nov. 30-Dec. 5
(WMDs 12,13,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,30)........ Dec. 7-Dec. 12
Hunting of ANTLERED deer is legal throughout the State during both 
the firearms and muzzleloading seasons.
Hunting of ANTLERLESS deer (having antlers less than 3 inches in length 
measured from the skull) is prohibited except by special permit during 
both the regular firearms season and the muzzleloading season. Deer of 
either sex may be taken during the Archery Seasons. One deer may be 
taken during the Expanded Archery Season and one may be taken during 
any one of the remaining seasons.
a. Baiting deer by placing salt or any other bait or food to entice deer or 
hunting from an observation stand or blind overlooking salt, grain, fruit, 
nuts or other foods known to be attractive to deer, during any open 
hunting season on deer is prohibited. (Does not apply to hunting from 
an observation stand or blind overlooking: standing crops; foods that have 
been left as a result o f normal agricultural operations or as a result o f 
natural occurrence; or bear bait that has been placed at a bear hunting 
stand or blind in accordance with bear baiting laws.
b. Deer may not be hunted with the use o f dogs, artificial lights, snares, traps, 
pivot guns or set guns or any firearm using .22 caliber rimfire cartridges, 
except that .22 caliber rimfire magnum cartridges are permitted.
c. Driving deer or taking part in a deer drive is unlawful. (Driving deer is an 
organized or planned effort to pursue, drive, chase or otherwise frighten 
or cause deer to move in the direction of any person(s) who are part o f the 
organized or planned hunt and known to be waiting for the deer).
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1. There is a closed season on deer in the following areas:
• Mt. Desert Island, all o f Swan Island in the town o f Swan’s Island, all o f 
Long Island in Long Island Plantation and all o f Cranberry Isles - all 
located in Hancock County;
• Cross and Scotch Islands - located in Washington County;
• The town o fls leau H au t and islands within that tow n- located in Knox 
County; and
• In wildlife sanctuaries, unless otherwise provided.
2. Isleboro. In the town of Isleboro, Waldo County, it is lawful to hunt deer 
with bow and arrow only from the first day o f the special archery season on 
deer through the regular firearm season on deer in Waldo County.
3. Southport. In the town o f Southport, Lincoln County, and on all islands 
within its confines, it is lawful to hunt deer with shotguns only, during the 
regular firearm season established for Lincoln County.
4. Prout’s Neck; Richmond’s Island; Cape Elizabeth Sanctuary. Ap­
proximately 1,600 acres of this sanctuary (land in Cape Elizabeth owned by 
Sprague Corporation) is open to deer hunting with bow and arrow only 
during the archery seasons and the regular firearm seasons. (Note: Land- 
owner permission required).
Other provisions pertaining to deer:
• It is unlawful to hunt deer after having killed and registered one during 
the open season o f that calendar year (except for participants in the 
Expanded Archery Season - see page 15).
• Gift deer may not be possessed unless clearly labelled with the name and 
address of the person who registered the animal, the person to whom it 
is given and, if  transported by a 3rd party, their name and address. •
• For information on buying, selling or bartering animals, see page 20.
y----------------------------------------- - ------------------------------------------------------- y
MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES. Several Maine cities and towns 
have adopted local ordinances which restrict or prohibit the dis­
charge of certain projectiles (e.g., arrows, bullets). Prior to hunting 
near thickly settled communities, hunters should check with local 
authorities regarding such ordinances.
13
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ARCHERY HUNTING
EXPANDED ARCHERY SEASON: September 8 - September 30,1998  
SPECIAL ARCHERY SEASON: October 1 - October 30,1998
There are 2 archery licenses available. The regular archery license allows 
bow and arrow hunting for legal game all year and is required to hunt during 
the Special Archery Season. The expanded archery license is required to hunt 
during the expanded season (which is the early season in, September). Ar­
chers who take a deer under the expanded license are allowed to continue 
hunting, with the appropriate license, and may take a second deer in any one 
o f  the rem aining open seasons (either Special A rchery, Firearm s, or 
Muzzleloading).
Anyone applying for either o f the above licenses must be able to show proof 
o f having successfully completed an archery hunter education course or o f 
having held an adult archery license in any year since 1979.
Junior hunters (at least 10 years o f age and under 16) who hold a valid Junior 
Hunting License are allowed to hunt with bow and arrow when accompanied 
by an adult 18 years o f age or older.
A. Hunter orange clothing is NOT required when hunting with bow and arrow. 
Anyone who hunts with a firearm must wear hunter orange (see page 23).
B A handgun may be carried by licensed* hunters while bowhunting but may 
NOT be used to dispatch deer. (*License to hunt with firearms).
C. Laws which allow you to hunt without a license on your own land under certain 
conditions apply to archery hunting.
D. Deer may be taken under the archery provisions only by means of hand -held 
bow (capable of shooting an arrow at least 150 yards), and broad-head arrow. 
Arrow heads must be at least 7/8 inch in width. It is unlawful to use a
crossbow or set bow or to use arrows with poisonous or explosive tips.
' ' <
E. All deer killed by bow and arrow during the archery seasons must be 
inspected and registered at the first open deer registration station.
F. It is legal to hunt until 1/2 hour after sunset during both archery seasons.
G. Deer o f either sex may be taken during both archery seasons.
In addition, all other laws pertaining to deer hunting shall apply to bowhunting.
14
EXPANDED ARCHERY DEER SEASON
Archers can take advantage again this year o f an opportunity to take a deer, in 
addition to the one deer allowed (with appropriate license) during either the 
special archery, firearms or muzzleloading seasons. This expanded archery 
deer hunting season takes place from September 8 through September 30, 
1998 and will be open only in specific areas (for details on the areas open, call 
the Department’s Information Center at 287-8000.
Licenses for this season are available from license agents throughout the State 
for a fee o f $40 for residents and $80 for non-residents (plus the $ 1 agent fee). 
Any person with a complimentary license (Over 70, Disabled Veteran, Indian) 
that includes archery hunting will be allowed to hunt with that license during 
the Expanded Archery Season. Junior hunters may hunt during this season 
with their Junior Hunting License.
M UZZLELOADING DEER HUNTING SEASON
M uzzleloading Season (All W M Ds*) *SeePage35----- Nov. 30-Dec. 5
(WMDs 12,13,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,25,26,30) —  Dec. 7-Dec. 12
A. A  m uzz le lo ad in g  stam p, in addition to a valid adult or junior big game 
firearm license, is req u ired  to  h u n t d ee r w ith  m uzzle load ing  rifles 
d u rin g  the special m uzz le lo ad in g  d ee r season. The stam p  m u st be 
s igned  by  the h u n te r  an d  affixed to  the  license.
B. ONLY M UZZLELOADING FIREA RM S MAY BE USED DURING 
TH E M UZZLE-LOADING SEASON (muzzleloading firearm means a 
rifled or smooth-bored firearm that is: forty caliber or greater; capable of 
firing only a single charge; loaded through the muzzle with powder and 
bullet or ball; and ignited by percussion cap or priming charge o f a flint, 
match, or wheel lock mechanism). In-line muzzleloading rifles and scopes 
may be used during this season.
C. Hunter orange clothing is required during the muzzleloading season (see 
page 23).
D. Hunting hours are from 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset.
E. Except as specified, all o ther law s relating  to the taking of deer w ith  
firearm s shall ap p ly  to the tak ing  of deer w ith  m uzzleloading firearm s.
15
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BEAR HUNTING INFORM ATION
For information on:
Licenses
Tagging, Transporting, Registering.....
Hunter Orange 
General Hunting Provisions ..
1
>H**Ht«m*«*M***»
See Page: 
4-7 
18
... 23
20-21
SEASONS
General Hunting Season ......................................... Aug. 31 - Nov. 28
Hunting w/Dogs A llow ed .......................................  Sept. 14 - Oct. 30
Hunting with B a it* ................................................. Aug. 31 - Sept. 26
*Bait may not be used to hunt for bear from September 27 to November 28. Hunting 
with the use of bait is defined as hunting from an observation stand, blind or other 
location which overlooks any bait or food; except standing crops and foods that have 
been left as a result of normal agricultural operations or natural occurrence. “BEAR 
BAIT” means any animal or plant, or derivative of an animal or plant, used to attract 
bear. “Bear bait” does not include any packaging or container materials that fall 
within the definition of litter under Title 17, § 2263.
«
Bait may not be used to hunt or trap black bear unless:
• The bait is placed at least 50 yards from any travel way that is accessible by 
a conventional 2-wheel or 4- wheel drive vehicle;
• The stand, blind, or bait area is plainly labeled with a 2" by 4" tag with the 
name and address of the baiter;
• The bait is placed more than 500 yards from any dump or campground;
• The bait is placed more than 500 yards from an occupied dwelling, unless 
written permission is granted by the owner or leasee;
• The bait is placed not more than 30 days before the opening day of the season 
and not after October 31st;
• The bait areas will be cleaned up by November 10th as defined by the State 
litter laws; and
•. The person hunting from any stand or blind of another person has permission 
of the owner o f that stand or blind.
• A permit is required from the Bureau of Parks and Lands (287-3821) to place 
bait on Public Reserved Land for the purpose of hunting bear.
16
OTHER PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO HUNTING BEAR
Bear Hunting Permit: Outside ofthe open firearm season on deer, a special i 
bear hunting permit (in addition to a hunting license) is required to huntfor 
bear. During the open firearm season on deer, a person may legally take a bear 
by virtue o f a regular hunting license. The fee for a bear hunting permit is $6.00 
for residents and $16.00 for non-residents and aliens. The special permit is 
not required when trapping for bear.
• Dogs may not be used to hunt bear during the open firearm season on deer.
• No more than 4 dogs may be used at any one time to hunt for bear.
• Non-residents may not use a dog or dogs to hunt for bear unless they 
employ and hunt with a licensed Maine guide. (This section does not 
apply to non-residents who hold a valid Maine guide license). The total 
number of clients with a licensed guide may not be more than three.
• You may not kill or wound a bear that is treed or held at bay by another 
person’s dog or dogs unless you have permission from the person 
conducting the hunt. *
• You may not hunt or trap bear or release dogs to hunt for bear within 200 
yards from sites permitted or licensed for the disposal o f solid waste.
• Prior to registration, bears may be cut up for ease o f transportation, but all 
parts o f the bear (except for the viscera and rib cage) must be presented and 
in such a m anner that the sex o f the animal can be determined.
• It is unlawful to hunt bear after having killed and registered one during the 
open seaon o f  that calendar year.
• Gift bear may not be possessed unless each part is clearly labeled with the 
name and address o f the person who registered the animal, the person to 
whom it is given and, if  transported by a 3rd party, their name and address.
• For information on buying, selling or bartering animals, see page 20.
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TAGGING/TRANSPORTING/REGISTERING DEER & BEAR
1. Tagging and registration requirem ents: Whenever a deer or bear is killed, 
the hunter must:
• Immediately attach a tag with their name, address and hunting license 
number on it to the animal so that the tag is visible.
• Until legally registered, accompany the animal whenever it is moved or 
transported and keep the animal open to view* at all times during 
transportation. (*not covered or concealed so that it is readily observed outside 
of the vehicle).
I t  is unlawful for any person to present, o r allow another person to 
present, a deer or bear for registration which was not lawfully killed 
by th a t person._________________________________________________
• W ithin 18 hours, present the deer or bear for registration at the first open 
game registration station, except as follows:
• If  necessary, leave an unregistered deer dr bear in the woods for more than
18 hours, provided a warden is notified as to the location of the deer or bear 
and the circumstances necessitating leaving the animal in the woods.
%
• Hunters on a trip in an unorganized township and staying at a temporary
place o f lodging may keep an unregistered deer or bear at that place for 
a period not to exceed 7 days or until they leave the woods, whichever 
comes first. (Does not require warden notification).
2. T ransporta tion  of legally registered deer and bear.
a. Maine residents may transport a legally registered deer or bear IN-STATE 
as long as they accompany the animal OR have the deer or bear transported 
IN-STATE without accompanying it by purchasing a transportation tag for 
$5.00 from a Game Warden. To transport OUT-OF-STATE, whether or not 
you accompany the animal, you must purchase a transportation tag for 
$55.00. (Fee does not apply to residents serving in the Armed Forces).
b. Non-residents by virtue oftheir hunting license, may transport a properly 
registered deer or bear out-of-state as long as they accompany the animal, 
or have the deer or bear transported by a transportation company. To have 
another person transport your deer or bear, you must obtain a transporta­
tion permit (no fee) from a game warden.
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A CAUTION ON LIVER & KIDNEY CONSUMPTION
The Maine Department o f Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the State 
Bureau of Health recommend that the liver and kidneys o f moose not be 
eaten because of possible contamination with the heavy metal cadmium. 
Also, recent studies have shown smaller amounts of cadmium in liver 
tissues from Maine deer, and deer, elk and antelope from other States. 
Maine health officials recommend that deer liver consumption be limited 
to 0.8 pounds in one sitting and 1 to 1-1/3 pounds per week. Human 
symptoms of acute cadmium poisoning include severe nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, muscle cramps and salivation. There is no known health risk 
from eating moose meat or deer meat.
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program
The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act of 1937, com­
monly known as the Pittman-Robertson (PR) Act established 
a “User Pay/User Benefit” philosophy for funding State wild­
life restoration and conservation efforts directed towards 
America’s wildlife resources. Congress recognized that the 
destruction of wildlife species and their habitats, which occurred during 
the previous 300 years, had to be reversed, and that a sustained restoration/ 
conservation effort (with a stable funding source) would be needed to make 
meaningful progress for successful wildlife restoration. These funds have played 
a vital role in the management of Maine ’ s wildlife since they were first used in 193 9 
to enhance the Department’s wildlife management capabilities. Revenues are 
derived from excise taxes on firearms, shells, cartridges, pistols, revolvers, bows 
and arrows and deposited in the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Fund. These 
funds support an array of projects in Maine which include: wildlife population 
assessments, long-range species management planning, development of manage­
ment recommendations, implementation of management programs, acquisition 
and management of wildlife habitat, and hunter education. In 1998, Maine 
received $1,703,952. Of this amount, $1,474,827 was obligated for wildlife 
restoration efforts and $229,125 was obligated for the Hunter Education Program. 
Each (1997) “certified hunting license holder” in Maine generated at least $24 in 
Federal Wildlife Restoration Revenues.
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GENERAL HUNTING PROVISIONS
TO HUNT means to hunt for, pursue, shoot, catch, take or kill wild birds and
wild animals (wild by nature, whether or not bred or reared in captivity
including any physical part o f  that species o f  mammal or bird).
1. Unlawful conduct. The hunting, possession, transporting o f any species of 
wild animal or wild bird, or parts thereof, for which an open hunting season 
is not specifically provided and except as providing in the fish and wildlife 
laws is unlawful. It is also unlawful to take, possess or needlessly destroy 
the nest or eggs o f any wild bird.
2. Buying and Selling W ild Animals and W ild Birds. It is unlawful to buy 
or sell any wild bird, turkey, deer, bear or moose except:
• Plumage o f legally taken wild birds may be bought or sold as provided 
by Federal law;
• The head, hide, antlers, and feet o f lawfully possessed deer and moose 
may be bought or sold;
• The head, hide, teeth, gall bladder, and claws o f lawfully possessed bear 
may be bought or sold.
3. Night hunting: Wild birds may not be hunted from sunset to 1/2 hour before
sunrise o f the following day; wild animals, except raccoons and coyotes, 
may not be hunted from 1/2 hour after sunset until 1/2 hour before sunrise 
the following day. (See Sunrise/Sunset table on page 36).During the open 
firearm  season on deer, all hunting m ust cease a t sunset, except raccoon 
hunting.
4. Twilight hunting: Hunting wild animals, except raccoons, between sunset 
and 1 /2 hour after sunset during the open firearm season on deer is unlawful.
5. Raccoon hunting. Raccoons may be hunted at night during the open season 
only when the hunter is: a) accompanied by a dog; b) uses an electric 
flashlight to locate raccoons that are treed, or held at bay, by a dog or dogs, 
and; c) uses a rifle or handgun of no greater power than one which uses .22 
caliber long rifle ammunition; said rifle to be loaded only when being used 
to dispatch a raccoon that is treed or held at bay by dogs.
6. Shooting from  o r having a loaded firearm  in o r on a m otor vehicle. It
is unlawful to shoot from or have a loaded firearm in or on a motor vehicle,
• trailer, or other type o f vehicle being hauled by a motor vehicle except as 
specifically allowed. (Notes: A loaded clip may be carried in a motor
20
vehicle, but it m ust not be inserted in, or attached to, a firearm; a muzzle­
loading firearm is considered to be loaded ONLY if  charged with powder, 
lead and a prim ed ignition device or mechanism.
a. Persons who hold a valid Maine permit to carry a concealed weapon may
carry a loaded pistol or revolver in a motor vehicle.
b. Paraplegics and single or double amputees of the legs may hunt 
from motor vehicles which are not in motion.
c. Migratory waterfowl may be hunted from a motorboat in accordance
with federal regulations.
7. Sunday hunting. Hunting on Sunday is not allowed. Hunting equipment
being carried in the fields and forests or on the waters or ice o f this State or 
in a motor vehicle being operated on an unpaved road located in an I  
unorganized township on Sunday shall be securely wrapped in a complete 
cover, fastened in a case, or carried in at least 2 separate pieces in such a q  
manner that it cannot be fired unless the separate pieces are joined together 
again. For the purpose of this paragraph, a clip, a magazine, or cylinder of 
a firearm shall not be considered a piece of the firearm).
8. Hunting from public paved way. It is unlawful to hunt from or across a 
public paved w ay or within 10 feet o f the edge o f the pavement of the public 
paved way or within the right-of-way o f controlled access highways, or 
discharge any firearm across a public paved way (any road treated with 
bituminous or concrete material). Possession of a loaded firearm on a 
public paved way as described is prima facie evidence of hunting.
9. Shooting of domestic animals. It is unlawful for any person, while on a 
hunting trip, to negligently, carelessly, or willfully shoot and wound or kill 
any domestic animal or domestic bird.
10. Hunting under the influence. It is unlawful to hunt while under the 
influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs.
11. Shooting within 100 yards of dwelling. It is unlawful to discharge a 
firearm within 100 yards o f a residential dwelling without permission from 
the owner or occupant.
12. Firearms on school property. Possession of a firearm on public school 
property or discharging one within 500 feet o f school property, except as 
used in supervised educational programs or by law enforcement officials, 
is a violation o f  Title 20-A Section 6552.
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HUNTING HIGHLIGHTS
• Legal hunting hours: During the open firearm season on deer (including 
the muzzleloading season), ALL hunting (except raccoon hunting) must 
cease at sunset. During the Special Archery Season on deer, hunting ends 
1/2 hour aftef sunset. Bear hunting, outside o f the open firearms season on 
deer, ends 1/2 hour after sunset. Moose hunting ends at sunset. Bird hunting 
also ends at sunset. With the exception o f raccoon & coyote, legal hunting 
begins 1/2 hour before sunrise.
• Tree Stands: It is unlawful to insert any metallic or ceramic object into a tree 
on land o f another for the purpose o f erecting a ladder or tree stand, unless you 
have permission from the landowner. You must obtain verbal or written 
permission from the landowner (or representative) to erect and use a portable 
or permanent tree ladder or stand and the ladder or stand must be plainly 
labeled with a 2-inch bv 4-inch tag identifying the name and address o f the 
person or persons authorized bv the landowner to use the stand or ladder. 
(EXCEPTION: Portable tree stands or ladders used on land within the 
jurisdiction o f the Maine Land Use Regulation Commission and attended by 
the person who owns the ladder or stand shall not require landowner 
permission or labelling. (NOTE: For additional information on the use 
of private property, see page 31-32).
• Sunday hunting is illegal in Maine.
• It is unlawful to drop, deposit, discard, dump or otherwise dispose o f the 
carcass, waste parts or remains of a wild animal, except waste parts or remains 
resulting from the normal field dressing o f lawfully harvested wild game or 
the lawful use o f waste parts or remains o f wild game as bait, except on 
private property owned by you, or in legally designated areas.
• Harassment of Hunters and Trappers: It is illegal for any person to willfully 
interfere with the lawful hunting and trapping of any wild animal or wild bird, 
including the willful disturbance of wild animals or wild birds with intent to 
interfere with their lawful taking. (Note: This law does not limit the ownership, 
use, access or control of property rights otherwise provided by law). •
• Illuminating Wildlife: From September 1 to December 15, it is unlawful 
to use artificial lights from 1/2 hour after sunset until 1/2 hour before sunrise to 
illuminate, jack, locate, attempt to locate or show up wild animals or wild 
birds, except raccoons (see page 20).
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HUNTER ORANGE CLOTHING REQUIREMENTS
• WATERFOWL HUNTERS are not affected by the provisions below 
while hunting from a boat, blind or in conjunction with waterfowl 
decoys .
• OPEN FIR EA R M  SEASON ON DEER: Anyone who hunts any species
with a firearm during the open firearm season on deer must wear fvm 
articles of solid-colored hunter orange clothing. One article must be a 
hat; the other must cover a major portion of the torso, such as a jacket, 
vest, coat or poncho.
• M OOSE HU N TIN G  SEASON: Anyone who hunts any species with a
firearm in areas open to moose hunting must wear one article o f hunter 
orange clothing.
• M U ZZLE-LOADING SEASON ON DEER: The hunter orange cloth­
ing requirements listed above under the open firearm season on deer 
apply.
• EXPANDED AND SPECIA L A RCH ERY  SEASONS on deer, hunter
orange clothing IS N O T required.
• BEAR AND B IR D  H UNTERS: ONLY required when hunting during 
any open firearm season on deer or within the moose hunting district 
dining moose hunting season.
ARTICLES O F  H U N TER  ORANGE CLOTHING must in good and 
serviceable condition and visible from all sides. A decal on an article o f 
clothing that is otherwise solid-colored hunter orange does not disqualify 
that article of clothing from satisfying the requirements of this subsection.
Poachers are thieves.....help us catch them. 
To report violations of Maine’s fish and 
wildlife laws call 
1-800-ALERT US (253-7887)
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TARGET IDENTIFICATION W HILE HUNTING
While hunting, a hunter may not shoot at a target without, at that point
in time, being certain that it is the wild animal or wild bird sought.
• A reasonable and prudent hunter bears the risk of loss of legitimate 
prey to avoid the risk of the destruction of human life; neither 
disregards the risk of causing the death of another human being nor 
fails to be aware of that risk as a consequence of misidentification; 
and never bases identification upon sound alone or even upon 
sound in combination with what appears to be an appendage of the 
wild animal or wild bird sought.
• A reasonable and prudent hunter bases identification upon obtain­
ing an essentially unobstructed view of the head and torso of the 
potential target.
• A reasonable and prudent hunter additionally recognizes that these 
sound and sight target-determining factors are affected by a 
number of other considerations, including, but not limited to the 
distance to the target, surrounding or intervening terrain and cover, 
lighting and weather conditions, the hunter’s own ability to hear 
and see, the hunters own experience and the proximity of other 
persons in the hunter’s immediate vicinity. (This is a summary of 12 
MRSA § 7406-A).
REPORTING ACCIDENTS & AIDING VICTIMS
By State law, any person who knows or has reason to believe that 
they have inflicted injury to another person by the use of firearms 
or bow and arrow is required to make themselves known to the 
victim and render such first aid and assistance as they are capable 
of under the circumstances. The incident must be reported by the 
quickest means, to a game warden or other law enforcement 
officer.
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Hunting License Revocation Information
Hunters should be aware of the fact that a conviction for any hunting 
violation may result in the revocation of their hunting privileges.
Minimum Mandatory Ten Year Revocation of Hunting Licenses:
If a person is convicted o fAssault While Hunting [17A MRSA §208(A)] and the 
offense occurred in the context o f hunting activity, and if, through failure o f the 
hunter to make proper target identification, the offense resulted in the death o f 
another person.
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Minimum Mandatory Five Year Revocation of Hunting Licenses:
• Shooting a domestic animal while hunting;
• Hunting under the influence o f intoxicating liquor or drugs;
• Conviction o f  violation o f 17A MRSA while on a hunting or fishing trip or 
in the pursuit o f  wild animals, birds or fish and when the wounding or killing 
o f a human being has occurred.
Minimum M andatory Three Year Revocation of ALL DIF&W Licenses; 
• Disturbing traps.
Minimum M andatory Two Year Revocation of All DIF&W Licenses: 
Persons convicted o f  burglary or criminal trespass o f a building located within 
any unorganized township; theft o f any equipment used for hunting, fishing 
and trapping; or theft o f any animal which has been obtained by hunting or 
trapping and which was in the possession or control o f the person who hunted 
or trapped the animal.
Hunting Violations with a Minimum One Year License Revocation:
In addition, the Commissioner may suspend all other Department licenses held 
if a person is convicted o f  any of the following violations:
• Illegally hunting and/or possessing deer, bear or moose during closed season • Night 
hunting • Discharging a firearm within 100 yards of an occupied dwelling without 
owner permission • Trapping bear after having killed one • Illegally buying and/or 
selling moose or turkeys • Illegally hunting/possessing wild turkeys including using 
illegal methods to hunt wild turkeys • Hunting deer, bear or moose after having killed 
one and/or exceeding the bag limit on deer bear or moose • Illegal hunting and/or 
possessing caribou • Abuse of another persons property, including: Tearing down 
or destroying fences or walls; leaving gates/bars open; trampling or destroying crops; 
damaging trees by inserting objects to be used as, or part of, a ladder or stand without 
permission; erecting or using a portable or permanent tree ladder or stand on the land 
of another without permission*; and not labelling the stand or blind with a 2”x4” tag 
with your name and address*; (*except for portable ladders or stands in LURC 
jurisdiction which are attended by the owner of the stand or blind).
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LAWS PERTAINING TO HUNTING EQUIPMENT
1. Legal methods. Wild animals and wild birds may be hunted only by the use 
o f firearms (not larger than 10-gauge), hand-held bow and arrow, or by 
falconry. (Crossbows and set bows are illegal).
2. Shotgun to be plugged. It is unlawful to hunt any migratory game bird with 
a shotgun originally capable o f holding more than 3 shells unless the 
magazine has been cut off, altered, or plugged with a one-piece filler 
(incapable o f removal without disassembling the gun), so as to reduce the 
capacity o f the gun to not more than 3 shells in the magazine & chamber 
combined.
3. Automatic firearm (a firearm that continues to fire as long as the trigger 
is held back). Jt is unlawful to hunt with or possess for hunting any 
automatic firearm.
4. Auto-loading firearm (a firearm which reloads itself after each shot and 
requires a separate trigger pull for each shot). It is unlawful to hunt with 
or possess for hunting any auto-loading firearm which has a magazine 
capacity o f more than 5 cartridges, unless the magazine has been perma­
nently altered to contain not more than 5 cartridges. (Note: This provision 
does not apply to .22 caliber rimfire guns or to auto-loading pistols with 
barrel lengths of less than 8 inches).
5. Silencer. It is unlawful to hunt with or possess for hunting any firearm fitted 
or contrived with any device for deadening the sound o f the explosion.
6. Illegal cartridges. Cartridges which contain tracer bullets or explosive 
bullets may not be used for hunting.
7. Illegal use of lights. From September 1 to December 15, it is unlawful to use 
artificial lights from 1/2 hour after sunset until 1/2 hour before sunrise to 
illuminate, jack, locate, attempt to locate or show up wild animals or wild 
birds except raccoons which may be hunted at night with electric flashlights 
during the open season (see page 20 for details).
8. Illegal devices. It is unlawful to hunt with the use o f (or sell or offer for sale 
for the purpose o f hunting) a swivel, pivot, or set gun, or any poisonous or 
stupefying substance (except rodenticide for orchard mouse control and gas 
cartridges for woodchuck control).
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CLOSED & SPECIAL REGULATION AREAS
1. Unity Utilities District. It is unlawful to hunt on the Unity Utilities District 
Property located on Route #139 and Prairie Road in Unity, Waldo County.
2. Gray Squirrels. It is unlawful to hunt gray squirrels on any land which is 
dedicated as a public or private park or on any land located within the limits 
o f the compact or built-up portion o f any city or town.
3. Haley Pond. It is unlawful to hunt waterfowl on Haley Pond in the town 
o f Rangeley and Dallas Plantation, Franklin County.
4. Wildlife Sanctuaries and Wildlife Management Areas. Unless otherwise 
specifically provided, it is unlawful to hunt or trap any wild animal or wild 
bird or possess any firearm or bow and arrow within the limits o f any 
wildlife sanctuary, any area properly posted by the State of Maine, or within 
the following described territories:
Back Bay Sanctuary, Portland 
Baxter State Park closed to all 
hunting except: The area north o f  
Trout Brook in T6R9; in T6R10 or 
T2R9 & T2R10 where hunting 
is allowed.
Beauchamp Sanctuary 
Carver’s Pond Waterfowl Sanctuary 
Colby College Area, Waterville 
Drake’s Island Game Sanctuary 
Dry Pond Sanctuary (Crystal Lake)
Fairfield Sanctuary*
Glencove Sanctuary 
Gray Game Sanctuary 
Hog Island Game Sanctuary 
Jefferson & Whitefield Sanctuary 
Kineo Point Sanctuary 
Lake Christopher Area, Oxford County 
Limington, Hollis, Waterboro Sanctuary 
Long Lake Area, Aroostook County 
Lowell E. Barnes Area, Oxford County 
Marsh Island Area*, Old Town,
Orono - Penobscot County 
Megunticook Lake & Vicinity Sanctuary 
Merrymeeting Bay Game Sanctuary 
Monroe Island Game Sanctuary 
Moosehead Lake Game Sanctuary
* Trapping allowed in accordance with the general laws o f the State.
Moosehom Game Sanctuary 
Narragansett Game Sanctuary*
Oak Grove Area, Vassalboro 
Ocean Park Game & Bird Sanctuary 
Orrington Game Sanctuary 
Pittston Farm Sanctuary 
Prout’s Neck; Richmond’s Island; Cape 
Elizabeth Sanctuary* (see page 13). 
Rangeley Game Sanctuary 
Rangeley Lake Sanctuary 
Rangeley Plantation Sanctuary 
Readfield and Winthrop Sanctuary 
Salmon Pond Sanctuary 
Sebago Lake Basin Area, Standish, 
Windham
Somerset Game Sanctuary 
Standish Sanctuary
Stanwood Wildlife Sanctuary, Ellsworth 
Thomcrag-Stanton Bird Sanctuary 
Tomhegan Game Sanctuary 
Wells Sanctuary 
Wells & York Game Sanctuary 
Willow Water Game Sanctuary 
Woodbury Sanctuary, Litchfield, 
Monmouth
York Game Sanctuary, Franklin County
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INDIAN TERRITORY
As a result o f the Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act o f 1980, lands purchased 
by the Penobscot Indian Nation and the Passamaquoddy Tribe within certain 
designated areas o f the State are classified as Indian territory and are given 
“special” legal status. The Penobscot Nation and the Passamaquoddy Tribe, 
within their respective Indian territories, have exclusive authority to regulate 
hunting and trapping. At the time o f this publication, parcels o f Indian territory 
had been acquired within the following areas:
PENOBSCOT NATION: Franklin County: Alder Stream Twp. Penobscot 
County: T2R9 NWP (western portion), T3R9 NWP (eastern portion), T6R8 
WELS (western portion) Argyle Twp. (northern portion) and T3R1 NBPP 
(northeastern portion). Piscataquis County: T6R8 NWP. The Penobscot 
Nation also has exclusive authority to regulate hunting and trapping in the 
Penobscot Reservation, consisting of all islands in the Penobscot River north 
of, and including, Indian Island, located near Old Town, Maine. Contact the 
Penobscot Nation, Department o f Natural Resources for specific locations o f 
Reservation islands.
PASSAMAQUODDY TRIBE: Franklin County: Lowelltown,TlR8 WBKP. 
Hancock County: T3&4ND. Washington County: T5ND, BPP; T19 MD, 
IndianTwp., and Pleasant Point, Perry. Penobscot County: T3R9NWP, T5R1 
NBPP, TAR7 WELS. Somerset County: Holeb T6R1NBKP, Prentiss, T4R4 
NBKP, Hammond Twp, T3R4 NBKP, Alder Brook Twp., T3R3 NBKP, 
Pittston Academy Grant, T2R4 NBKP, Soldiertown Twp., T2R3 NBKP.
Most of these areas will be conspicuously posted as Indian Territory.
Anyone wishing to hunt or trap on Indian territory should contact the appro­
priate Indian agency for further information.
PENOBSCOT INDIAN NATION. Deptartment o f Natural Resources, Old 
Town, ME 04468; Phone: 827-7776, Ext. 230
PASSAMAQUODDY TRIBE: Ranger Department, Box 301, Princeton, ME 
04668, Phone: 796-2677
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MAINE STATE PARKS & HISTORIC SITES I
The Maine Department o f Conservation, Bureau of Parks and Lands manages 
one-half million acres o f land in Maine for a mix o f activities, including hunting 
and trapping, for its ’ citizens and visitors. The safety o f all visitors is o f primary 
concern to the bureau. Certain heavily-developed and high-use areas are 
closed to hunting for all or part o f the year. At other areas, the bureau provides 
as many hunting and trapping opportunities as are reasonable and consistent 
with its mandates and visitor safety.
Hunters and trappers are asked to exercise due caution and care for the safety 
and enjoyment o f other visitors when using bureau lands by obeying posted 
information and the rules listed below.
General hunting, except where specifically prohibited, is allowed between 
October 1 and May 1. Hunting and trapping shall take place in conformity with 
the laws of the State o f Maine and regulations of the Department o f Inland 
Fisheries and W ildlife. There will be no hunting allowed on State park lands 
between May 1 and October 1.
1. Hunting is not allowed in any Memorial or Historic Site.
2. Hunting is not allowed in Aroostook, Cobscook Bay, Crescent Beach, Ferry 
Beach, Quoddy Head, Reid, Sebago Lake, ShackfordHead, Two Lights and 
W olfe’s Neck W oods State Parks.
3. Hunting and trapping are prohibited in Holbook Island Sanctuary.
4. Work areas and areas developed for public use will be posted and closed to 
hunting from time to time in the interest of public safety.
5. The discharging o f  any firearms or weapons within 300' o f any trail, picnic 
area, building or roadway is prohibited.
6. The baiting o f  any animal for the purpose of hunting is not allowed.
NOTE: When this booklet went to press, the Bureau of Parks and Lands was 
in the process o f  amending rules governing hunting and trapping on the 
lands it manages. These rule changes will be effective prior to 10/1/98.
For more information, please call (207) 287-3821 or write the Maine 
Bureau of Parks and Lands, #22 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 
04333. TTY (207) 287-2213.
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PUBLIC RESERVED LANDS
Firearms — Loaded firearms are not permitted in campsites, on marked hiking 
trails, or at boat launches and picnic sites and shall not be discharged within 
300' o f such areas.
Bear Hunting —  A permit is required from the Maine Bureau o f Parks and 
Lands to place bait on Public Reserved Land for the purpose o f hunting bear.
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES
NOTE: On National Wildlife Refuges which permit hunting o f upland game, 
persons hunting upland species other than deer and turkey with a shotgun shall 
possess and use only nontoxic shot while in the field.
More restrictive regulations may apply to National Wildlife Refuges open to 
public hunting. For additional information on federal refuge regulations, contact:
1) Moosehom National Wildlife Refuge (Baring and Edmunds Units), RR #1, 
Box 202, Baring, ME 04694; telephone (207) 454-7161.
2) Petit Manan National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 279, Millbridge, ME 
04658; telephone (207) 546-2124.
3) Sunkhaze Meadows National Wildlife Refuge, 1033 South Main Street, Old 
Town, ME 04468; telephone (207) 827-6138.
4) Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge, RR2, Box 751, Wells, ME 04090; 
telephone (207) 646-9226.
5) Lake Umbagog National Wildlife Refuge, P.O. Box 280, Errol, N.H. 03579; 
telephone (603) 482-3415.
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HUNTING OR TRAPPING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
The Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Landowner Relations Program is aggres­
sively working towards enhancing the relationship between land owners and 
land users. With approximately 94% o f the land in Maine being privately 
owned, everyone M UST respect all landowners and their rights as landowners. 
All landowner wishes have to be followed by all outdoor recreational partici­
pants to help ensure access and use o f private property in the years to come.
The Maine Legislature has enacted several laws that address the concerns o f 
landowners. Summarized below are several o f those laws and a brief descrip­
tion o f each.
Landowner Liability (14 MRSA §1S9-A)
Limited Duty. A n owner, lessee, manager, holder or an easement or occupant 
of premises shall owe no duty o f care to keep the premises safe for entry or use 
by others for recreational or harvesting activities or to give warning o f any 
hazardous condition, use, structure or activity on these premises to persons 
entering for those purposes. This subsection applies regardless o f whether 
permission has been given to another to pursue recreational or harvesting 
activities on the premises.
Exceptions to Limited Duty. 1) For a willful or malicious failure to guard 
or warn against a dangerous condition, use, structure or activity; and 2) 
when financial consideration is paid for the exclusive right to make use of 
the property for recreational activities.
Costs and fees. The court shall award any direct legal costs, including 
reasonable attorney’s fees, to an owner, lessee, manager, holder o f an 
easement or occupant who is found not to be liable for injury to a person or 
property pursuant to this section.
Posting of Land (17-A MRSA. §402): Posting may be done in one o f the 
following four ways:
1. Use o f signs placed no further than 100 feet apart that deny access for a 
particular activity or for all activities.
2. Paint system utilizing two silver horizontal paint marks placed on trees, rocks, 
fenceposts or other objects now mean access by permission only. (The objects 
the silver paint marks are placed on can be no further apart than 100 feet).
3. Landowners m ay post their land “in a manner reasonably likely to come to 
the attention o f  the intruder”.
4. Landowners m ay verbally or in writing convey to others to stay off their 
property.
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Other provisions of posting.
1. Signs or paint markings must be at all vehicular access entrances from a
' public way.
2. It is unlawful to post the land of another and to remove, destroy, mutilate 
or deface any signs or paint marks.
3. Trespass by a motor vehicle is a violation of the trespass law.
Damage to Another’s Property (14 MRS A. §75511: Any person who
damages the property o f another is liable to the owner in a civil action.
Violations o f this law will have the following results:
1. If  the damage is intentional the person doing the damage is liable to the 
owner for 2 times the actual damage plus additional costs which includes the 
attorney fees o f the landowner;
2. If  the damage is unintentional, the person doing the damage is liable to the 
owner for the amount o f the actual damage plus additional costs which 
includes attorney fees o f the landowner;
3. A person doing damage to property of another may also be charged 
criminally for doing the damage.
Unlawful cutting of trees (14 MRSA. § 2552. and 17 MRSA. § 25101: It is
unlawful for any person to intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or negli­
gently cut down or fell any tree without the consent o f the owner of the 
property on which the tree stands.
Abuse of Another Persons Property (12 MRSA §7406. sub-§161. It is
unlawful to tear down a fence or wall, destroy any crop, leave open any bars 
or^gates, or insert objects into trees on another person’s land without 
permission (see page 22 for tree stand information).
Littering. It is unlawful to dispose of litter anywhere in this state except in 
areas or receptacles designed for that purpose.
For information on other provisions of these laws, contact IF&W’s Landowner
Coordinator at 287-8091.
ALWAYS SEEK PERMISSION before engaging in any form 
of outdoor recreation on property which belongs to someone 
else.If you know you are welcome to use someone’s land, don’t 
abuse the privilege. If  you don’t know if you are welcome, find 
out. I f  the land is posted or you know you are not welcome, find another 
location. A hunting or trapping license does not give you the right - stated 
or implied - to go on another person’s land against their wishes.
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SUMMARY OF FIREARMS LAWS A  REGULATIONS F
Legal firearms for hunting: Handguns, rifles and shotguns not larger than 10-gauge 
are legal for hunting in Maine, except as follows: Automatic firearms are illegal. Auto­
loading firearms are illegal if they hold more than 5 cartridges (does not apply to .22 
caliber rimfire guns or to auto-loading pistols with barrel less than 8 inches).
Illegal devices for hunting: Silencers, tracer bullets, explosive bullets, set guns.
Deer hunting: No firearm may be used which uses .22 rimfire cartridges, except .22 
magnum.
Moose hunting: It is illegal to use .22 caliber rimfire firearms or shotguns using shot loads.
No firearms of any kind may be carried while hunting any species of wildlife with a bow 
and arrow during the special archery season on deer, except that a person who also holds 
a license to hunt with firearms may carry a handgun.
Carrying concealed firearms. A permit is required to carry a concealed firearm in 
Maine, except that licensed hunters and trappers are exempt while engaged in these 
activities; the latter provision does not authorize the carrying of a concealed or loaded 
firearm in a motor vehicle. Some town offices or city halls issue these permits to 
residents. If not, contact Maine State Police. Non-residents may obtain concealed 
weapons permits from the chief of the Maine State Police (telephone: (207)624-8775).
Loaded firearms in motor vehicles: It is unlawful to have a loaded firearm in or on a 
motor vehicle (including trailer, ATV, aircraft, snowmobile, motorboat, or railway car).
A loaded clip may be carried in a motor vehicle, but it must not be inserted in a firearm. 
Persons who hold a Maine concealed firearms permit may carry a loaded pistol or 
revolver in a motor vehicle. Firearms may be transported in a motor vehicle without a 
concealed firearms permit provided they are (1) unloaded and in plain view, or (2) are 
unloaded and placed in a remote secure area (such as a locked trunk) away from the 
control of the occupants of the motor vehicle. For purposes of this law, a muzzle-loading 
firearm is considered to be loaded only if charged with powder, lead and a primed 
ignition device or mechanism.
IT IS ILLEGAL TO:
• discharge a firearm within 100 yards of a residential dwelling without permission of the 
owner or occupant.
• possess firearms on public school property or discharge a firearm within 500 feet of 
school property.
• possess a firearm in a motor vehicle on Sunday on an unpaved road in an unorganized 
township unless the firearm is wrapped, in a case, or in at least two separate pieces so 
that it cannot be fired unless pieces are put together.
OTHER ILLEGAL AREAS: Firearms may not be carried on game preserves. 
Firearms must be in a case or stored in the trunk of a car when transported through 
Baxter State Park.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST
NOTICE TO DOG OWNERS........ It is unlawful to allow any dog to run at
large at any time, except when used for hunting. (AT LARGE means o ff the 
premises o f the owner and not under the control o f any person by means of 
personal presence or attention). It is unlawful to allow any dog to chase, 
wound, or kill a deer or moose at any time, or any other wild animal in closed 
season.
BIG BUCK SKULL AND ANTLER TROPHY CLUB.....Maine has a club for
deer hunters called “The Biggest Bucks in Maine Club”, which is sponsored by 
THE MAINE SPORTSMAN (Box 507, Yarmouth, ME 04096). To qualify, a 
hunter must shoot a buck weighing at least 200 pounds (field dressed). 
Application blanks are available from Department wardens and biologists. In 
addition, any hunter who takes a trophy deer, b e v  or moose may wish to obtain 
information concerning The Maine Skull and Antler Trophy Club. Contact 
Richard P. Arsenault, The Maine Skull and Antler Trophy Club, RR 15, Box 
190, Gorham, ME 04038.
VOL UNTEERS.......I f  you’re willing to give your time and energy to help us
manage M aine’s precious natural resources and protect our outdoor heritage, 
give us a call. We have projects that involve volunteer help. Call our volunteer 
coordinator, Charlie Mann at 287-8069.
HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY........Attention hunters!! Some Maine
citizens lack adequate nutrition. A gift o f meat from your hunt can help out 
hunger in Maine. Hunters for the Hungry is a program for donating wild game 
meat to food kitchens, shelters and charitable organizations statewide. To find 
out how you can help call 1-888-4DEERME.
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WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MAP
This map is available in a larger format at all IF&W O ffices-O R-check out I  
the Departm ent's hom epage on the Internet at http://www.state.m e.us/ifw  ^  
where you'll find individual district m aps and a list of towns and district ^  
num bers for each town. T
Maine Forest Products Council. Maine sustainable forestry initiative.5"' 
For site specific questions or concerns on Maine's forests;
call 1-888-734-4625 35
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Add eat hour far DoyBgbt Sorafeag Tim* if and when tat tan.
See these and other Yamahas at one o f  the following dealers:
Bangor Fort Kent
Bennett Recreational Sport Roger's Sport Center, Inc.
510 Perry Road 
(207)947-0351
47 West Main Street 
(207)834-5505
Manter Recreational 
Unlimited, Inc.
RR#1 Box 2760 
(207)465-2513
Norway
Ken's Yamaha
54 Fair Street 
(207)743-8256Look at our Line of 4x4s.
We have five of the best 4x4 ATVs you’ll ever 
find. We have the new 595cc Grizzly, the 
biggest and toughest most powerful ATV ever. 
The Big Bear 4x4 , which is lighter, stronger, 
taller wider than last seasons model. We have 
the Kodiak 4x4 for the avid sportsman that 
roams the back country. We also offer the high- 
spirited, performance oriented Wolverine 4x4. 
We also have the A T V  that delivers the best 
value in the 4x4 world: The Timberwolf 4x4. 
Come on over and look at our full line of 4x4s.
ATVs with engine sizes of 90cc or greater are recommended for use 
only by those age 16 and older. YAMAHA recommends that all ATV 
riders take an approved training course. For safety and training 
information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800- 
447-4700. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: 
Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing; never 
ride on paved surfaces or public roads; never carry passengers; never 
engage in stunt riding; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix; avoid 
excessive speed; and be particularly careful on difficult terrain.
T I M B E R W O L F  4 x 4
utdoors-
Woman
A Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW) workshop 
is aimed primarily at women 18 yrs and older interested 
in learning or honing their outdoor skills in firearms/range 
safety, fly fishing, canoeing, sea kayaking, plant & tree identifi­
cation, map & compass, white-tail deer hunting, duck hunting, 
turkey hunting, and much more!
Call (207)287-8000fo r  a brochure and application form .
Sponsored by the Maine Dept of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and Maine 
Warden Service Association
Be a Supersport!
The extra $ 15 you pay sup po rts  the Maine Fish and 
W ild life  Departm ent's  c r it ica l landow ner re la tions 
program ,w h ich  in su res fu ture recrea tiona l access.
Residents and non res id en ts— hunters, anglers, trap­
pers, gu ides— can a ll be com e  Superspo rts. And even 
if  you don 't buy spo rting  licen ses , you  can  still show  
you r support by pu rchas ing  a Supe rspo rt ce rtificate .
As a 1998 Maine Supersport, you have an opportunity to purchase at cost an exclusive  
Supersport hat with em broidered Pish and W ildlife Departm ent logoi In addition, sev­
eral business supporters o f the Supersport program are offering the fol­
lowing gift package valued in excess o f $ 5 0  as their ways o f saying 
"thank you":
• From Points North Outfitters in Winthrop— a 10%  discount on most 
item s in the store (som e restrictions apply— check with store)
• From the Kittery Trading Post in Kittery— a $ 10  gift certificate
•  From Van Raymond's Outfitters in Brewer- 10% discount on most items
•  From Maine's Northwoods Sporting Journal — a one-year free subscription
•  From North Maine Woods A ssociation — a $ 4  gift certificate toward checkpoin t fees
•  From the Maine Fish and Wildlife Department— a free window decal 8; wildlife report
Maine residents can buy a Supersport license w herever licenses 
are sold. Nonresident hunters and anglers may buy a Supersport 
license a t the above businesses, or through the m ail from:
Maine D epartm ent o f Inland F isheries fir Wildlife 
2 8 4  S ta te  S t., S t. Hse. Sta. 41 
A ugusta, ME 0 4 3 3 3
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TRAPPING RULES
Let us know what you think!! You will notice that our trapping regulation 
summary has a completely different look this year. We wish to thank the 
Maine Trappers Association for their help on this project. The Department 
and the MTA hope that this change will make the trapping rules easier to 
understand as well as provide consistent answers to many frequently asked 
trapping questions. (Please forward any comments to Andrea Erskine at our 
Augusta office.)
1. W hat’s a trap? A trap is any device which is made to catch animals. 
There are many types o f traps, but those which you are allowed to use to 
trap wild animals in Maine (under the rules explained in the following 
pages) are:
(a) ordinary foothold traps (including those manufactured with padded 
jaws);
(b) killer-type traps o f the body-gripping variety ;
(c) cage-type live traps; and
(d) snares.
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2. W hat’s trapping? Trapping is the setting or tending o f traps. You are 
considered to be trapping if  you do any of the following things:
(a) set one or more traps anywhere in the fields, forests or waters o f the 
State;
(b) tend or visit a trap which has been set in the fields, forests or waters of  
the State;
(c) kill an animal which is being held in a trap;
(d) remove an animal from a trap; or
(e) assist another person in doing any o f these things.
DISTURBING TRAPS. You are not allowed to take or disturb any trap, 
or any animal which is caught in a trap, without permission from the 
owner of the trap. If you are convicted of disturbing traps, in addition to 
any fine or jail tim e you receive, you will lose all your trapping, hunting 
and fishing privileges for at least three years.
3. Who needs a trapping license? Except for certain landowners and chil­
dren, everyone must have the appropriate trapping license before going 
out to trap or before going out to help another person who is trapping. (An 
unlicensed person may accompany a trapper only as an observer.)
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4. Which trapping license do I need?
(a) If  you are a Maine resident under 10 years old, you may trap without a 
license.
(b) If  you are a Maine resident who is at least 10 but less than 16 years old, 
you must have a junior trapping license (see resident landowner 
below). (Note: A junior trapping license issued to a 15 year old is good 
for the entire year regardless of when the person turns 16).
(c) If  you are a Maine resident who is 16 or more years old, you must have 
a resident trapping license (see resident landowner below).
(d) Resident landowners, and immediate family members, may trap 
(except for beaver) without a license on their own land IF they 
actually live on that land AND the land is used only for agricultural 
purposes. (If you trap for beaver, you must have a trapping license.)
(e) If  you are a non-resident, regardless o f age, you must have a non­
resident trapping license.(Note: Non-residents are not allowed to trap 
for beaver.)
(f) I f  you are a nonresident who is not a citizen o f the United States (non­
resident alien), you are not allowed to trap in Maine.
(Note: Any licensed trapper is eligible for a free annual permit from the
Department to take up to 20 pounds of eels for the purpose of baiting traps.)
5. How much does a trapping license cost?
(a) a resident junior license is $7.00.
(b) a resident license is $33.00.*
(c) a nonresident license is $308.00.
(* Note: Residents who have reached their 70th birthday are eligible for a free 
license.)
6. Where can I get a trapping license? Currently all trapping licenses are 
issued from the Inland Fisheries & Wildlife Office in Augusta. (Renewal 
forms are mailed annually to trappers who had a license the previous year.)
7. How long does a trapping license remain valid? A trapping license 
remains valid from July 1st through June 30th o f the following year.
8. P o l  need to take a trapper education course? When you apply for any 
Maine trapping license (except a junior license), you must show proof of 
having successfully completed a state-approved trapper education course 
OR show proof of having held an adult trapping license (in Maine or in 
some other state, province or country) at some time since 1978.
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9. Are voung people allowed to go trapping bv themselves? A person less 
than 10 years old may go trapping only if  accompanied at all times by a 
parent or an adult who is at least 18 years old. A person who is at least 10 
but less than 16 years old must also be accompanied by an adult UNLESS 
they have successfully completed a state-approved trapper education course.
10. What animals am I allowed to trap? Maine has an open trapping sea­
son for the following species o f furbearing animals:
Beaver F ish e r M ink O tte r Bobcat
Fox M u sk ra t Raccoon Skunk W easel
C oyote M a rte n  O possu m  R ed Squirrel
(Note: There is also a trapping season for black bear. However, the black bear 
is not considered a furbearing animal, so the bear trapping rules will be 
explained separately.)
Except as explained in animal damage control laws, you are never allowed 
to trap for any species of wild bird, and you are never allowed to trap for 
any species of wild animal which does not have an open trapping season.
11. When does the trapping season open? The general trapping season 
for bobcat, coyote, fisher, fox, marten, mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, rac­
coon, red squirrel, skunk and weasel opens on Sunday, November 1,1998, 
and closes on Thursday, December 31,1998.
12. What about beaver trapping season? Beaver trapping takes place from 
December through March, but the beaver trapping season opens and closes 
at different times in different parts of the State. Seasons are set by Wildlife 
Management District, and some towns in each WMD are usually closed. 
New beaver trapping rules are adopted each fall, and copies o f these mles 
are sent to all licensed Maine trappers by mid-October. Non-residents are 
not allowed to trap for beaver.
13. Am I allowed to trap for muskrats while I’m beaver trapping? After 
the end o f the general trapping season, you are allowed to continue to trap 
for muskrats in any ^rea o f the State which is open to beaver trapping.
14. What if I catch an otter in mv beaver (or muskrat! traps? Although 
you are not allowed to trap for otter after the general trapping season closes, 
you are allowed to keep an otter if you catch one by accident during the 
beaver trapping season.
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15. Are there “special” trapping seasons for any furbearing animals? 
There is an early statewide fox and coyote trapping season prior to the 
regular trapping season, and there is an early muskrat trapping season in 
Wildlife Management Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9,10 and 11 prior to the 
regular trapping season. Details about these two early seasons will be 
explained later.
16. A m i allowed to put out bait or prepare sets before the trapping 
season begins? Except for beaver and muskrat, you are allowed to go out 
before the season starts and make preparations in the area you plan to trap; 
however, you are never allowed to fasten a trap (set or unset) at any trap 
site location before opening day. You are not allowed to make any ad­
vance preparations for trapping beaver and muskrat.
17. What does “advance preparation” include? Advance preparation in­
cludes:
(a) the preparation o f the site where your trap will eventually be set; and
(b) the placement o f trapping implements (such as drowning devices) or 
associated materials (such as trap stakes or guide sticks) IN the water or 
ON the ice o f any wetland.
18. Is there a season lim it on any species of furbearing anim al? The only 
furbearing animal which has a season limit is marten. You are not allowed 
to take or possess more than 25 marten during the trapping season. (See 
special tagging requirements for marten.)
19. When and where am I allowed to set the different types of traps? As
already mentioned, you are allowed to use foothold traps, body gripping 
killer-type traps, cage-type live traps and snares, but you must obey the 
following rules:
(a) Foothold traps. Ordinary foothold traps may be used to trap for all legal 
species o f furbearing animal, except that;
(1) foothold traps with auxiliary teeth added to the jaws may not be 
used anywhere in the State unless they are covered by water at all 
times (auxiliary teeth are teeth which were not built into the trap 
at the time it was manufactured), and
(2) foothold traps manufactured with teeth may not be used in 
Wildlife Management Districts 1 2 ,1 5 ,1 6 ,17 ,20 ,21 ,22 ,23 ,24 , 
25, and 26 prior to the start o f the firearm season on deer unless 
they are covered by water at all times.
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(b) K iller-type (body-gripp in g)traps. Killer-type traps m ay be u sed  
to trap  for all legal species of furbearing anim als, b u t the size of the 
traps (jaw sp read ) determ ines w here  you  are a llow ed to set them :
(1) K iller-type  trap s  w ith  a jaw  sp read  of 5 inches o r less are 
the  o n ly  k iller-type trap s  w hich  yo u  are a llow ed  to  set at 
g ro u n d  o r sn o w  level. (They m ay  also be set above g ro u n d  
level o r u n d e r  w ater.)
(2) K iller-type  tra p s  w ith  a jaw  sp read  from  5 to  8 inches m ay  
be u s e d  o n ly  if they  are set com pletely  u n d e rw a te r  or at 
least 4 feet above the g ro u n d  or snow .
(3) K iller-type trap s  w ith  a jaw  sp read  g rea te r th a n  8 inches 
m ay  be  u se d  on ly  d u rin g  the beaver trap p in g  season  and  
m u s t be se t com pletely  un d erw ater.
(c) Cage-type liv e  traps. C age-type live trap s  m ay be u sed  to  trap
for all leg a l species of fu rbearing  anim al.
(d) Snares. S n ares  m ay  be u sed  on ly  in  the fo llow ing situations:
(1) S nares m ay  be u sed  to trap  for beaver, b u t they  m ust be  set 
com p le te ly  u n d erw ater.
(2) Snares m ay som etim es be used to trap  for coyotes for 
pu rposes of anim al dam age control (contact the D epartm ent 
for m ore  inform ation); and
(3) foo t sn a re s  (cable traps) m ay be u sed  on ly  to  trap  for b ear 
as e x p la in ed  later.
20. Am I allowed to set traps in the built-up section of a town? Unless you 
are on your own land, the only trapping you are allowed to do within Vi 
mile o f the built-up section of a city or town is with the use o f cage-type 
live traps and water sets.
21. W hat’s a water set? A water set is a trap set completely under water in 
such a way as to reasonably ensure that any forbearing animal caught in 
the trap will drown. (Note: You are allowed to trap in shallow water where 
a trapped animal is not likely to drown, but traps set in this manner are not 
considered to be water sets and are not allowed within 1/2 mile of the built 
up section of a city or town.)
22. Do I need permission to trap on land I don’t own? You are strongly 
encouraged to seek landowner permission before going on someone else’s 
land for any purpose, but, except when trapping for beaver*, you must 
have written permission from the person who owns the land where the
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• traps will be set before you are allowed to trap in the following places:
(a) land in any organized town,
(b) land within 200 yards o f any building where somebody lives, and
(c) cultivated or pasture land located in an unorganized town if  someone 
lives on that land.
(*Note: Although you are not required to get written permission before 
trapping for beaver on land you don’t own, you are not allowed to go on 
another person’s land to trap for beaver if  the landowner has asked you not to 
go there either with a sign or by word o f mouth.)
When trapping on someone else’s land, there are certain things you are 
never allowed to do unless the landowner has given you specific 
permission to do so:
(a) You are never allowed to tear down or destroy a fence or wall.
(b) You are never allowed to leave open a gate or bar way.
(c) You are never allowed to trample or destroy crops.
(d) You are never allowed to cut trees or remove branches from trees.
23. What are the rules ah&ut trapping around musKrat houseg, beaver 
houses and beaver dams? You are not allowed to destroy or damage a 
muskrat house or den, a beaver house or a beaver dam. You are not al­
lowed to set a trap within 10 feet o f a muskrat house, a muskrat den, or a 
beaver house, and you are not allowed to set a trap within 5 feet o f a beaver 
dam.
24. How do I know if a hole in the bank of a lake or stream is the entrance 
to a muskrat den or beaver house? For enforcement purposes, the De­
partment uses the following definitions in deciding if  a hole in the bank is 
part o f a muskrat den or beaver house:
(a) Muskrat den - A muskrat den is any cavity which is capped by 
muskrats with vegetative matter, including but not limited to hollow 
stumps and bank cavities. Holes in the bank not capped with 
vegetative matter are not considered to be muskrat dens.
(b) Beaver house - The term beaver house includes any cavity in the bank 
which is capped by beaver with mud and sticks. Holes in the bank not 
capped with mud and sticks are not considered to be beaver houses.
25. ^Am I allowed to set traps on an abandoned beaver dam which no 
longer holds back water? You are never allowed to set a trap within 5 
feet o f any dam constructed by beaver, regardless of the dam’s condition.
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26. Am I required to set mv traps a certain distance awav from another 
person’s traps? You are required to set your traps at least 4 feet away 
from another person’s beaver traps; however, as a matter o f common cour­
tesy you should always set your traps a reasonable distance away from any 
trap which has been set by someone else.
27. How do I know if mv traps are set the required distance away from a 
muskrat house or den, a beaver house or another person’s beaver traps?
I f  there is any question, you should always measure the distance to your 
trap using the following guidelines:
(a) Beaver and muskrat houses should be measured from where the nearest 
edge of the house meets the water or ice. If  the house or den is a capped 
cavity in the bank, the measurement should be made from where the 
nearest edge o f  the cap meets the ground, water or ice.
(b) Beaver dams should be measured from where the nearest edge o f the 
dam meets the ground, water or ice.
(c) All measurements should be made from the trap itself. Sticks and poles 
used to construct the set or to secure the trap are not considered part of 
the trap.
28. D o  m y traps n eed  to b e  m arked or id en tified  in  any way? Each 
trap  y o u  set m u s t  b e  clearly  labeled  w ith  y o u r full nam e  a n d  a d ­
dress. (Note: T h e  reco m m en d ed  m eth o d  for labeling  trap s  is to  a t­
tach  to each t r a p  chain , w ith  a piece of w ire, a sm all m eta l tag  p re ­
p rin ted  w ith  y o u r  n am e  an d  address.)
29. When trapping beaver for other animals) under the ice, am I re­
quired to display mv name and address above the ice on the pole to 
which my trap is attached? The law only requires that you label each 
trap with your nam e and address. However, most trappers label both their 
trap and the pole to which their trap is fastened. This eliminates the need 
for a warden to chop out or otherwise disturb the set in order to identify the 
trapper. (It is a Department policy that if  the trapper’s name and address 
are displayed on  the trap pole above the ice, the warden will not chop out 
the set to check the trap for a label.)
30. I trap with a partner, and we use each other’s traps. Do the traps 
need to have both names on them? The purpose of the trap labeling law 
is to make sure that the trapper can be located if there’s a problem. There­
fore, if  two people are trapping together, it is not necessary to have the 
name and address o f both trappers on each trap.
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31. How often do I need to tend (visit or check) mv traps? That depends 
on where you trap and what types o f traps you use. Under ice water sets 
for beaver and muskrat have no specific tending requirements. All other 
traps must be tended, as follows:
(a) In organized towns;
(1) killer-type traps must be tended at least once every three days, and
(2) all other traps must be tended each day.
(b) In unorganized towns;
(1) killer-type traps and traps used at water sets must be tended at least 
once every five days, and
(2) all o ther trap s  m u s t be  te n d e d  each  d ay  (inc lud ing  all foo thold  
trap s  p laced  in  th e  w a te r  a t n o n -d ro w n in g  sets).
32. Am I allowed to have someone else tend mv traps for me? If  you are
unable to tend your traps, you are allowed to give permission to another 
licensed trapper to tend your traps for you.
33. Am I allowed to carry a firearm while tending my traps? Any li­
censed trapper is allowed to carry a firearm at any time while tending traps 
(including nights and Sundays) for the sole purpose o f dispatching trapped 
animals. (Note: If  you have a hunting license, you are also allowed to use 
this firearm for legal hunting purposes.)
34. Am I allowed to hunt for furbearing animals with mv firearm? You
may use a firearm or bow and arrow to hunt for bobcat, coyote, fox, opos­
sum, raccoon, red squirrel and skunk during the open hunting season on 
these animals (see hunting rules). You are not allowed to hunt for beaver, 
fisher, marten, mink, muskrat, otter or weasel at any time.
35. W hat do I do w h en  I  catch an anim al in  one o f m y traps? A ny
anim al y o u  find  in  one of y o u r trap s  m ust be rem oved . If the an i­
m al is alive, it m ay  e ith er be released  or h u m an e ly  d ispatched . You 
are no t a llow ed to  keep  a tra p p e d  an im al a live u n less yo u  also have  
a license to  possess cap tive  w ild life. (C ontact th e  D ep artm en t for 
m ore in fo rm ation  ab o u t cap tive  w ildlife.)
36. What if I catch an animal that I’m not allowed to keep? If  you catch 
an animal at a time when you are not allowed to trap for that species, you 
must immediately release the animal alive. If  the animal is found dead in
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the trap, you m ust report the incident to a game warden as soon as possible 
and turn the animal over to the Department.
37. W hat are the details about the early fox and coyote trapping season 
and the early muskrat trapping season? During the seasons explained 
below, there are rules, in addition to the general trapping rules, which you 
must follow. Failure to follow these rules could result in the loss o f your 
trapping license.
Early Fox and Coyote Trapping Season
Opens Sunday, October 18, 1998, and closes Saturday, October 31, 1998
(a) You must set all traps at or below ground level.
(b) You are not allowed to use killer-type traps.
(c) You are not allowed to set traps in the water.
(d) You are not allowed to use any exposed bait or visible attractor.
(e) You are allowed to keep any incidental opossum, raccoon or skunk 
which you catch in your fox and coyote traps. Any other furbearing 
animal caught incidentally in your fox and coyote traps must be 
immediately released alive, or, if  found dead, must be left there in the 
trap and be reported to a game warden as soon as possible.
Early Muskrat Trapping Season 
fW M D’s 1 .2 .3 .4 . 5. 6. 9 .10 .11  only)
Opens Sunday, October 25, 1998, and closes Saturday, October 31, 1998
(a) You must set all traps at or below ground or water level. (Note: for 
enforcement purposes, traps will be considered set “at or below 
ground or w ater level” when set on objects which muskrats frequently 
visit, such as floating logs, logs extending from the water onto the 
bank and tree stumps located in or near the water.)
(b) The only traps you are allowed to use are foothold traps not larger than 
size number 1 Vz and killer-type traps with a jaw spread o f not more 
than 5 inches.
(c) You are not allowed to use any exposed bait or visible attractor.
(d) You are allowed to keep any incidental mink or raccoon which you 
catch in your muskrat traps. Any other furbearing animal caught 
incidentally in your muskrat traps must be immediately released alive, 
or, if  found dead, must be left there in the trap and be reported to a 
game warden as soon as possible.
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38. Do the furbearing animals which I take bv trapping or hunting need 
to he tagged? The skins o f all beaver, bobcat, coyote, fisher, fox, marten, 
mink and otter must be tagged within 10 days after the end o f the season 
on each species. There is a 25 cent tagging fee for each skin. (Note: The 
skins o f all bobcats taken by hunting must be tagged within 72 hours 
from the time they were taken.) Tags must be attached to the skins o f these 
furbearing animals before you are allowed to sell them, give them away, 
send them anywhere or take them anywhere. Skins o f other furbearing 
animals (muskrat, opossum, raccoon, red squirrel, skunk and weasel) do 
not need to be tagged.
39. If the beaver trapping season closes at different times in different 
districts, do some beaver skins have to be tagged sooner than others?
. All beaver must be tagged within 10 days of the final closing date on bea­
ver. If  beaver are allowed to be trapped in some districts until March 31st, 
all beaver skins (regardless o f where they were taken) must be tagged by 
April 10th.
40. What are the special tagging requirements for marten? When you 
obtain your trapping license you will be given 25 temporary marten tags. 
One o f these tags must be immediately attached to each marten at the time 
you remove the ^nimal from your trap. This temporary tag allows you to 
keep the marten until you are able to have it officially tagged by the De­
partment.
41. What if I bring the skins of furbearing animals into Maine from an­
other state or province? The skins o f furbearing animals taken in an­
other state or province must be tagged in that state or province before be­
ing brought into Maine. If  that state or province has no tagging require­
ments, you must have the skins tagged in this State. (The tagging o f im­
ported fur applies only to those eight species for which Maine requires 
tagging.)
(Note: Skins imported by taxidermists solely for taxidermy purposes do not
require tagging.)
42. Am I allowed to have a skin tagged before removing it from the car­
cass? Yes, you may have a skin tagged while it’s still attached to the 
carcass, but you may find it more difficult to properly prepare the skin if  it 
has already been tagged.
43. What about tagging frozen skins? If  a skin will be frozen at the time it 
is presented for tagging (even if  it hasn’t been removed from the carcass), 
you should insert a popsicle stick, tongue depressor, or similar object from
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the mouth hole through one of the eye holes before you freeze it. Removal 
of the stick at the time o f tagging allows the tag to be inserted in the skin 
without thawing it out. Tagging agents may refuse to tag frozen skins 
which have not been prepared in this manner.
44. W here do I get m v furs tagged? Except for bobcat and otter, you can get 
your furs tagged at one o f the many fur tagging stations which are located 
throughout the state. You can find out the location o f a fur tagging station 
in your area by calling the nearest Warden Headquarters. (Numbers are 
listed on page 3.) In addition to fur tagging stations, furs may be tagged at 
any regional office o f  the Department and, through prior arrangement, by 
any Department game warden or wildlife biologist. Bobcat and o tter 
m ust be tagged by  D epartm ent personnel.
45. W hat if I  w an t to  take  o r ship my furs out of the State? If  your furs 
have been properly tagged, you are allowed by Maine law to take or ship 
your furs out o f  the State, but Federal Law requires an  export perm it 
for black bear, bobcat, o tter and erm ine (weasel) before these animals 
may be transported outside the United States. For information and permit 
applications please contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office o f 
Management Authority, Room 420C, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, Arling­
ton, Virginia 22203. Telephone (703) 358-2104.
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B EA R  TR A PPING
The bear trapping season opens on September 1, 1998 and doses on 
October 31,1998. (You are allowed to take only one black bear a year, either 
by trapping or hunting)
If you trap for black bear you are required to follow the same general 
rules that apply to the trapping of furbearing animals, such as the labeling 
of traps, the tending of traps and the need to obtain landowner 
permission. If you catch a bear, you are required to follow the same 
transportation and registration rules as apply to bear which have been 
taken by hunting (see Page 18). In addition, you are required to follow 
other rules which apply specifically to bear trapping, as follows:
(a) You are not allowed to have more than 2 traps set for bear at any time.
(b) The only types o f traps you are allowed to use when trapping for bear 
are the ordinary foothold trap and the cable trap (foot snare). Bear may 
not be taken in cage-type live traps (except by ADC agents for 
purposes o f animal damage control).
(c) If  you use an ordinary foothold trap, you must enclose the trap, as
follows:
(1) the trap must be enclosed by at least 2 strands o f wire, one strand 
2 feet from the ground and one strand 4 feet from the ground;
(2) the wire must be held securely in position;
(3) the wire must always be at least 5 yards but not more than 10 yards 
from the trap;
(4) the enclosure must be plainly marked with signs that say “BEAR 
TRAP” in letters not less than 3 inches high; and
(5) the signs m ust be securely fastened to the top strand o f wire and be 
spaced around the entire enclosure not more than 20 feet apart.
(d) If  you use a cable trap, the trap m ust have a closing diameter o f not less 
than 2 Vi inches.
(e) All bear traps must be tended at least once each day.
(f) You are not allowed to catch a bear in a trap and allow another person 
to kill or register the bear.
(g) You are not allowed to continue to trap for bear after you have already 
killed or registered one.
(h) The same rules apply to hunting and trapping for bear with the use 
of bait. (See page 16 for rules about the use of bear baits.)
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Premier hunting 
and lodging resort
Lakeside log cabins, BAB 
or Guest Houses.
Complete Meal Packages
Guided Hunting
N EW  E N G L A N D
CENTER
800- 766-7238
w w w . n e o c . c o m
PB Guide Service
Baker Lake-St. Cypien, Maine
Guaranteed Bear Hunt 
over Bait
If you don't get a shot at a bear, 
next year is free.
Hunt: Bear, Deer, Birds, Coyote 
or Moose by permit
Also camp rentals or bed St 
meals available
Remote camps with full electric 
power, hot showers, phone, 
washer/dryer, satellite tv
Paul Beauregard
P.O. Box 3 0 7  • Skowhegan, Maine
(207) 4 7 4 -2 6 4 4
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W IL D  ROSE GAME RA NCH
Private Hunting Birds to Big Game
Classic bugle elk hunts, traditional bison 
hunts, trophy white-tail hunts, as well as 
upland pheasant and quail hunts... on a 
rolling semi-wooded, scenic, quiet and 
secluded Southern Iowa Preserve.
Birds Call Tony at 515-877-4181 
Big Game Call Rod at 515-295-3133
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'Easy, feexpej-isive , and it  works!"
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Webster, Florida 33597
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F O R  SALE
Over 1500 specimens 
for taxidermy! Deer, 
bear, wolf, cougar, fisher, 
otter, etc. Also Antlers, 
horns, bear rugs, moose heads, 
antler chandeliers, furs, etc. 
Wholesale catalogs $1.00
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North Country Taxidermy 
Box W L H ' Keene, NY 12942
Rekindle your 
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Q u a lity  W ork  For 
R eason able P rices
FUU SERVICE TAXDBMT
GAME HEADS • FISH • BIRDS 
LIFESIZE • CUSTOM MOUNTS 
REPAIRS •RESTORATION
W e Buy H ides, Capes, 
d a w s t Galls 
John R. Dykstra
Owner - Licenced Taxidsrmls
Tuvitry Rd., Alton
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Proudlove’s
Taxidermy
Tad Proudlove
L icensed  Tax iderm ist
(207) 732-3694 
l-(800) 382-9769
RT. 188, Bwx 14 
Enfie ld , M a ine  04493
M aine Forest Products Council. Maine sustainable forestry initiative.” ' For 
site specific questions or concerns on Maine's forests; call 1 -888-734-4625
TECHNOLOGY l PDA I E
One scientist's vision revolutionizes 
the hearing industry, benefiting 
millions of people...
Crystal Ear® uses sophisticated electronics to provide affordable, 
cosmetically-pleasing and easy-to-use hearing amplification.
O ne day a friend asked my wife Jill if I had a hearing aid. "He certainly does," replied Jill, "Me!" After hearing about a remark­
able new product, Jill finally got up the nerve to ask 
me if I'd ever thought about getting a hearing aid. 
"No way," I said. "It would make me look 20 years 
older and cost a fortune." "No, no," she replied. 
"This is entirely different. It's not a hearing aid.. .it's 
Crystal Ear!"
No one will know. Jill was right. Crystal Ear is 
different—not the bulky, old-styled body-worn or 
over-the-ear aid, but an advanced personal sound 
system so small it's like contacts for your ears. You 
may hear sounds your ears have been missing for 
years. Crystal Ear will make speech louder, and the 
sound is pure and natural.
It is smaller than the tip of my little finger and 
it's almost invisible when worn. Put it in your ear 
and its ready-to-wear mold fits comfortably. Since 
it's not too loud or too tight, you may even forget 
that you're wearing it!
DON’T  TAKE OUR WORD 
FOB IT...
"My father spent over 
$5000 on another brand. I 
showed hint m y Crystal Ear, 
he tried it, and he decided it 
worked better than his 
brand, even though it was a 
small fraction of the cost!”
—A satisfied Crystal Ear user 
Results not typical.
Don’t bo fooled by high prices. No hearing 
device, no matter how expensive, can elim inate  
background noise, despite claims by the manufac­
turers. Crystal Ear does not promise miracles—just 
an affordable, sound solution to many com m on  
hearing problems.
You’ll feel years younger! Wear Crystal Ear 
indoors, outdoors, at home and at work. Crystal Ear 
arrives ready to use, complete with batteries, two 
different fitting sleeves, a cleaning brush and even 
a carrying case. Crystal Ear is a breakthrough  
advance in the hearing device field. It is made in the 
USA, using state-of-the-art micro-manufacturing 
techniques that cut costs dramatically—savings 
that we can pass on to you.
C O M P A R E C R YS TA L E A R  A N D  S E E  THE D IF F E R E N C E
M O S T
IN -C A N A L
BRA NDS
CRYSTAL
EAR
R equire  fitt in g Yes No
R equire  hearing  test Yes N o
B a tte ry  life 160  h o u r s 320 flours
Im p ac t resistance Average E xcellent
Te lephone  use Yes Yes
R eta il price S I,0 0 0 -2 ,0 0 0 S299.85
Risk-free. Try Crystal Ear and hear what you've 
been missing. It comes with a 90-day manufactur­
er's limited warranty as well as our risk-free home 
trial. If you're not satisfied, return it within 30 days 
for a full refund.
Crystal Ear®:
Three credit-card payments of $99.95 $19  s &h
If not purchasing a pair, please specify right or left ear. 
Please mention promotional code 4016-13870.
For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day
800- 992-2966
mmu Q9BE
comtrad
i n d u s t r i e s
2820 W aterford Lake Dr., Suite 102 
M idlothian, Virginia 23113
Sportsm an 500
yourself a trophy ATV.
• 499cc liquid-cooled, 4 valve, 4 stroke engine
• Fully independent rear suspension, 9.5” rear travel
• Automatic Polaris Variable Transmission
• Shaft Drive
• Nearly 11” o f ground clearance
• Push button engage 4- 
wheel drive
• Also available in 
camouflage green
D.R. Coffin's Polaris
RR#1 Box 850 State Rd. 
W est Bath, Maine 
207-443-6411
Riverside Race & Recreation Jackman Power Sports
Route 105 549 Main Street
Appleton, Maine Jackman, Maine
207-785-2213 207-668-4442
Dick Chase Sales & Service Inc.
RR#1 Box 4500  Thorndike Rd. 
Unity, Maine 
207-948-5729
Conrad's Sales & Service
Moosehead Trail Bx: 121 ^
A bbot Mains
207-876-3273 V eis0
I’s 0UeStW**.: „.v,i0 Y)herc
Polaris ATVs may not be ridden by anyone under 18, and all riders should take a safety course. For safety and training information 
see your dealer or call Polaris at 1-800-342-3764, ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety always wear a helmet eve ' 
protection, protective clothing, and never carry passengers. ©1996 Polaris Industries, Inc.
TKt.HNOKKiY UPDATE
Bring a drained battery 
back to life without 
opening your hood
The remarkable Auto Starter® eliminates the need for  
dangerous jumper cables and can provide independent 
power for  a variety o f  uses.
Imagine this.. .after a long flight home, you arrive at the airport parking lot, get in your car and turn the key. Nothing happens, not even a click. Guess 
what? Your car battery's drained. It's cold, dark and 
you're alone. Do you flag down a stranger and hope he 
has jumper cables? Do you walk back to the airport, 
phone a tow truck and wait? No...you simply reach 
into your glove box and take out your Auto Starter®. 
You plug it into your car's cigarette lighter and, in a 
matter of minutes, you're on your way.
A good  s ta rt .  These days, cars have complex 
electrical systems which support many accessories. 
Many of these fea­
tures operate even 
if your car isn 't  
running, which in­
creases the risk  
that someday you'll 
fin d  y o u r  ca r 's  
battery drained... 
no horn, no lights, 
not even  a click  
from the solenoid.
Before Auto Starter, 
you either had to 
call a tow truck or 
try to get a jump 
from another vehi­
cle. Tow trucks are 
slow to arrive and expensive. Jumper cables, are 
dangerous and involve getting under the hood. Plus, 
there has to be another car around to provide the jump. 
Battery acid can bum your skin and min your clothes. 
If the cables are not connected correctly they can dam­
age your car's expensive electrical system or, even 
worse, cause an explosion. With Auto Starter, you 
don't need a jump—you don't even have to open the 
hood. You plug the unit into the cigarette lighter, wait 
a few minutes and you're on your way. Leave the unit 
plugged in for 30-120 minutes while dri ving and it 
recharges automatically.
The five-amp sealed alkaline battery operates 
under extreme temperatures, from sub-zero to 120 
degrees. It is less than eight inches long, so it stores eas­
ily in your glove box. Once it's charged, Auto Starter 
will retain the power to start your car for five years. It 
is the easiest, most convenient protection you can own.
T h e  A u to  S ta rte r 
e lim in a te s  the  need  
fo r  a n o th e r c a r  to  g iv e  
yo u  a jum p , and  g iv e s  
yo u  a p o rtab le  12-vo lt 
D C  p o w e r su p p ly !
P o r t a b l e  
p o w e r . A uto  
Starter has many 
uses. It's an inde­
pendent 12V DC 
power supply that can oper­
ate TVs, radios, cellu lar  
phones and laptops. Almost 
any appliance that runs off of 
an adapter can operate inde­
pendently with Auto Starter, 
so it's perfect for picnics, 
boating and more. Auto Starter can 
power TVs, radios,
Perfect for boating, 
camping, vacations., 
anywhere you need 
portable power.
Auto Starter also makes . 
it easier to work on your cellular phones, lap- 
car. Plug it in before you JfPf' "Yfu 
change the car battery, and 
you w on't have to repro­
gram  yo u r  ca r 's  c lock , 
radio or alarm system. You 
can even use it as an emer­
gency alternator to ran your 
car's engine for up to one 
hour. You wouldn't think of 
driving around without a 
spare tire—why not have a 
spare battery and alternator 
that fits right in your glove box?
TVy it risk-free. Considering the ..ost of a tow, Auto 
Starter will pay for itself the first time you have a prob­
lem. This remarkable product is backed by a one year 
manufacturer's limited warranty and Comtrad's 
exclusive risk-free home trial. If you are not fully satis­
fied, return it within 30 days for a full refund, "No 
Questions Asked."
Auto Starter®........................$49.95 $6 s &h
Buy two or more..................... $39.95 each
Please mention promotional code 2948-13869.
For fastest service, ca ll toll-free 24 hours a day
800- 992-2966
comtracflncluHljriee
2820 Waterford Lake Drive, Suite 102 Midlothian, VA2.3113
Burris, Where It Just Keeps Getting 
Better and Better and...
Introducing The New
3 Q M M
Shooter-Viewable Numerals on a 
rubber-armor-coated power ring
50mm Objective 
with Multi-Chemical 
Multi-Coating
Shooter-Viewable 
Numerals on a rubber-armor- 
coated Parallax-Adjust Ring
Fast-Focus, European-Style 
Eyepiece with Multi-Chemical 
Multi-Coating
Available with either Low-Profile Hunter 
Knobs or High-Profile Tactical Knobs.
A Full 110 Inches of adjustment
Image quality, resolution, brightness, and precision accuracy that is unsurpassed.
American Engineering Excellence
We don't need "old-world" engineering and craftsmanship, we have something better right here in America at Burris 
Company, it's called American pride, craftsmanship, and ingenuity. At Bums, it's backed by over 150 years of riflescope 
experience. The new Black Diamond is our newest and greatest 
achievement, and it's ready to take on any other scope.
Diamonds are Forever - and the Black Diamond is Too.
The Black Diamond is in a class at the very top of the optics 
maiket Compare it to the scopes that have thousand dollar plus 
price tags. Compare how sharp, clear, and bright it is. It just 
doesn't get any better. With a Burris Black Diamond, you will 
own an exceptional optical instrument that win last forever and 
is warranted forever...and, leave the store with several hundred 
dollars left in your wallet.
Fora free Burris catalog, write to Burris Co, 
331 E. 8th St., D e p t FL, Greeley, CO 80631 
or call Toll-Free 1-888-2BURRIS. 
Internet: www.burrisoptics.com
Premium Sports Optics
mm d r iv e
MIVEDiMM
l down to your local 
Burris dealer and take a test 
drive. Check out the superb brilliance, 
the stunning sharpness, and the rugged construction of 
Burris scopes While you’re there, sigh up for a chance to 
win two Remington Racing Tbam VIP vacation packages 
to the 1999 Daytona 500 or one of several fabulous 
Remington rifles equipped with Bums scopes. But hurry, 
all entries must be in by December 31, 1998. Contest 
details are available at your Bums dealer For a list of 
dealers in your area, call (970)356-1670.
If you were to cross a pack horse with a 
pickup truck You'd get an Arctic Cat ATV..
Revolutionary 500 4x4 ATV The New 300 4x4 & 4x2 ATV's The Powerful 400 4x4 ATV
ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your safety, always wear a helmet, eye protection, and protective clothing. Never ride on paved sur­
faces or public roads. Never carry passengers; never engage in stunt driving; riding and alcohol/drugs don’t mix and could cause injury or even 
death. Avoid excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. The Arctic Cat Bearcat ATV may not be ridden by anyone 
under 18 years of age. Arctco recommends that all rides take a training course and that they read and understand their owner’s manual before 
operation. For safety or training information, see your dealer or call the ATV Safety Institute at 1-800-887-2587. Along with concerned con- 
servationalists everywhere, Arctco urges you to ‘Tread Lightly” on public land and private land. Preserve your future riding opportunities by 
showing respect for the environment, local laws, and the rights of others when you ride. ©1995 Arctco Sales, Inc.®™ TVademarksofArclco^Inc, 
Thief River Falls, MN 56702 (218) 6814999.
WILTON
EAGLE’S SPORT SHOP
Routes 2 and 4 
(207) 645-3733 ARCTIC CAT
PRESQUE ISLE 
KK MOTORSPORTS
645 Main St. 
(207) 764-7180
AUBURN
AMES SPORT SHOP
84 Marrow Road 
(207) 782-4917
A W H O LE D IFFEREN T ANIMAL". SIDNEY 
KRAMER’S INC.
2400 West River Road 
(207) 547-3345
Public Hunting - 
Private Land
Private landowners provide access and 
habitat to Maine's hunters and trappers.
O ily  your care and activism w ill keep 
these woodlands open for public recreation.
As you are aware, there are an increasing 
number of people and organizations who 
oppose most of the traditional uses of the 
Maine woods, including hunting, trapping 
and logging. We are proud supporters of 
each, and our lands have been open for 
hunters and trappers for generations.
However, none of us can take these 
traditional uses for granted. To counter well- 
funded efforts by those who seek to lock up 
the Maine Woods, we must band together to 
make sure that loggers and foresters can 
continue to make an honest living growing 
trees and providing forest products for you 
and your families, and that you can continue 
to hunt and trap the w ildlife that thrives in 
our well-managed forests.
Please help us resist the efforts of those who 
wish to make the Maine woods a 
playground. Join us to maintain Maine's 
private forest traditions.
Baskahegan Company 
Dunn Timberlands, Inc.
Hancock Timber Resource Group 
Huber Resources Corporation 
Prentiss and Carlisle Management Co., Inc. 
Robbtns Lumber Company 
Seven Islands Land Company
There was a time when hauling 7,300 
pounds was unheard o f in the class. Now, 
with Durango's maximum available 
towing capacity, it’s all in a day’s play.
There are 
up to 25 
cupholders, 
compartments, 
cubbyholes, trays'’ 
and in-floor bins. Ifyi 
need best-in-class* storage, then 
this new sport utility is fo r  you.
With Durango’s unique, optional 
third row, you get best-in-class 
seating fo r  eight. And to 
make getting in and out 
easy, the second row has a 
Fold-and-Tumble™ feature 
that’s so ingenious, we’re
patenting it. ^  ^
> i m d  r u l e s .
To help passengers keep their cool, 
Durango offers a separate rear 
compartment cooling system.
Durango's wheelbase is the 
■Wf longest in its class.’ 
Its track is the widest.
Its frame is the strongest. 
So the going is stable and 
predictable. Even when the 
road beneath you isn’t.
With up to 
88 cubic 
feet o f room, Durango’s 
cargo capacity is best- 
in-class? How do you 
top that? With a 
standard roof rack, 
o f course.
Durango gives you 
the choice o f a part- 
time or full-time four- 
wheel-drive system. 
Either way, you can 
take your show o ff the 
road with confidence.
tAvailablc feature comparisons vs. 
domestic compact SUV models. Excludes 
other Chrysler Corp. vehicles. All 
comparisons based on data available at 
time of printing
Nobody else gives you the capability o f Dodge 
Magnum® engines-or a choice o f two V-8s. There's 
the 5.2 liter, 230-horsepower Magnum and a massive 
5.9 liter, 245-horsepower Magnum. Either gives 
you more power than anybody else.
D urango The New Dodge
To cover more ground, call 1-800-4-A-DODGE. 
Or visit our Web site at www.4adodge.com
